
Student Evaluation of Teaching, 
Alanna Gillis, SOCI 101-001 SOC PERSPECTIVES

Raters Students

Responded 9

Invited 9

Response Ratio 100%

Overall

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly
Agree

1. Overall, this course was excellent. 4.38 5.00 0.92 8 0.0% 0.0% 25.0% 12.5% 62.5%

2. Overall, I learned a great deal from this course. 4.50 4.50 0.53 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 50.0% 50.0%

3. Overall, this instructor was an effective teacher. 4.75 5.00 0.46 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 25.0% 75.0%

4. The instructor was one of the best I have had at
Carolina, fully deserving of a teaching award.

4.00 4.00 1.07 8 0.0% 12.5% 12.5% 37.5% 37.5%

Instructor

Mean Median SD N
Strongly

Disagree
Disagree Neutral Agree

Strongly
Agree

1. The instructor clearly communicated what was
expected of me in this class.

4.63 5.00 0.52 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 37.5% 62.5%

2. I was able to get individual help when I needed it. 4.88 5.00 0.35 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 12.5% 87.5%

3. The instructor evaluated my work fairly. 4.38 5.00 0.92 8 0.0% 0.0% 25.0% 12.5% 62.5%

4. The instructor showed concern about whether
students learned the material.

4.63 5.00 0.52 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 37.5% 62.5%

5. The instructor expressed ideas clearly. 4.88 5.00 0.35 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 12.5% 87.5%

6. The instructor showed enthusiasm for the subject
matter.

4.75 5.00 0.46 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 25.0% 75.0%

7. The instructor showed enthusiasm for teaching the
class.

4.75 5.00 0.46 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 25.0% 75.0%

8. The instructor treated all students with respect. 4.75 5.00 0.46 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 25.0% 75.0%

9. The instructional techniques engaged me with the
subject matter.

4.63 5.00 0.52 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 37.5% 62.5%

10. The instructor provided me with helpful feedback on
my performance.

4.63 5.00 0.52 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 37.5% 62.5%

11. The instructor handled questions well. 4.38 4.00 0.52 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 62.5% 37.5%

12. The instructor used examples that had relevance for
me.

4.00 4.00 0.53 8 0.0% 0.0% 12.5% 75.0% 12.5%

13. The instructor used class time well. 4.50 4.50 0.53 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 50.0% 50.0%

14. The instructor encouraged students to participate in
this class.

4.63 5.00 0.52 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 37.5% 62.5%

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly
Agree

1. The instructor provided regular assessment of my work
throughout the semester.

4.88 5.00 0.35 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 12.5% 87.5%

2. The instructor held class meetings consistent with the
official schedule published for this course.

4.88 5.00 0.35 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 12.5% 87.5%

3. Is this a required course for you? 1.75 2.00 0.46 8 25.0% 75.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, College of Arts & Sciences

  SOCI 101-001 - Alanna Gillis - Report Issue Date 2019-02-15 1/3



Course

Mean Median SD N
Strongly

Disagree
Disagree Neutral Agree

Strongly
Agree

1. The course challenged me to think deeply about the
subject matter.

4.44 5.00 1.01 9 0.0% 11.1% 0.0% 22.2% 66.7%

2. The course material (e.g., coursepack, website, texts)
helped me better understand the subject matter.

4.67 5.00 0.50 9 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 33.3% 66.7%

3. The course assignments helped me better understand
the subject matter.

4.67 5.00 0.50 9 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 33.3% 66.7%

4. This course was very exciting to me intellectually. 4.67 5.00 0.50 9 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 33.3% 66.7%

5. This course was designed to keep me engaged in
learning.

4.75 5.00 0.46 8 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 25.0% 75.0%

6. The workload was appropriate for what I gained from
this class.

4.25 4.00 0.71 8 0.0% 0.0% 12.5% 50.0% 37.5%

Mean Median SD N
Very
Easy

Easy Average
More

Rigorous
Most

Rigorous

1. Rate the grading standards of this course compared with
others you have taken at UNC.

2.78 3.00 0.83 9 11.1% 11.1% 66.7% 11.1% 0.0%

2. Rate the workload required in this course compared with
others you have taken at UNC.

2.89 3.00 0.78 9 0.0% 33.3% 44.4% 22.2% 0.0%

Reported Engagement

N 0 1-3 4-6 7-9 10-12 12+

1. Please estimate the average number of hours per week that you spent outside
of class on work related to this course.

8 0.0% 0.0% 62.5% 12.5% 25.0% 0.0%

2. About how many times this semester have you met with the instructor outside of
class?

8 12.5% 50.0% 25.0% 12.5% 0.0% 0.0%

Expected Grade

N A- or A
B or
B+

C+ or
B-

C- or
C

F or D Pass Fail H P L

1. What grade do you think you will get in this
course?

8 87.5% 12.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

Open-Ended Responses

Comments on Overall Assessment of This Course.

Comments

Great teacher! Awesome course format.

The combination of personal interest in the subject matter and the instructor's techniques made the course enjoyable and created
an atmosphere that made learning the subject matter easier

I enjoyed this class compared to other sociology classes I have taken in the past. The topics were very clearly discussed and the
work load was reasonable and always was meaningful in relation to the topics in class.

Great course. She implements a lot of different activities that gauge your understanding of the material, and be able to implement
them in those activities.

Most time was spent reading and writing. No studying.
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Comments on Overall Assessment of This Instructor.

Comments

The class I took was the first course Alana had taught but I only knew this because she told us near the end of the semester. I would
never have known that this was the case. During the summer we have class every day and yet we always had relevant reading
materials and activities that forced us as students to think more than just surface level on the subject matter.

None.

Great instructor
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Student Evaluation of Teaching, Fall 2017
Alanna Gillis, SOCI 426-001 SOCI OF EDUC

Raters Students

Responded 44

Invited 45

Response Ratio 97.8%

Overall

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly
Agree

1. Overall, this course was excellent. 4.89 5.00 0.32 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 11.4 % 88.6 %

2. Overall, I learned a great deal from this course. 4.93 5.00 0.25 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 6.8 % 93.2 %

3. Overall, this instructor was an effective teacher. 4.90 5.00 0.30 42 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 9.5 % 90.5 %

4. The instructor was one of the best I have had at
Carolina, fully deserving of a teaching award.

4.86 5.00 0.35 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 13.6 % 86.4 %

Instructor

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly
Agree

1. The instructor clearly communicated what was
expected of me in this class.

4.93 5.00 0.25 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 6.8 % 93.2 %

2. I was able to get individual help when I needed it. 4.90 5.00 0.30 42 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 9.5 % 90.5 %

3. The instructor evaluated my work fairly. 4.84 5.00 0.37 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 15.9 % 84.1 %

4. The instructor showed concern about whether
students learned the material.

4.86 5.00 0.51 44 0.0 % 2.3 % 0.0 % 6.8 % 90.9 %

5. The instructor expressed ideas clearly. 4.84 5.00 0.37 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 15.9 % 84.1 %

6. The instructor showed enthusiasm for the subject
matter.

4.93 5.00 0.25 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 6.8 % 93.2 %

7. The instructor showed enthusiasm for teaching the
class.

4.98 5.00 0.15 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.3 % 97.7 %

8. The instructor treated all students with respect. 4.93 5.00 0.33 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.3 % 2.3 % 95.5 %

9. The instructional techniques engaged me with the
subject matter.

4.80 5.00 0.46 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.3 % 15.9 % 81.8 %

10. The instructor provided me with helpful feedback on
my performance.

4.86 5.00 0.41 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.3 % 9.1 % 88.6 %

11. The instructor handled questions well. 4.91 5.00 0.29 43 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 9.3 % 90.7 %

12. The instructor used examples that had relevance for
me.

4.91 5.00 0.29 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 9.1 % 90.9 %

13. The instructor used class time well. 4.81 5.00 0.39 43 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 18.6 % 81.4 %

14. The instructor encouraged students to participate in
this class.

4.91 5.00 0.36 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.3 % 4.5 % 93.2 %

N Yes

1. The instructor provided regular assessment of my work throughout the semester. 43 100.0 %

2. The instructor held class meetings consistent with the course syllabus and the official schedule published for this
course.

44 100.0 %

3. Is this a required course for you? 44 45.5 %
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Course

Mean Median SD N
Strongly

Disagree
Disagree Neutral Agree

Strongly
Agree

1. The course challenged me to think deeply about the
subject matter.

4.89 5.00 0.62 44 2.3 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.3 % 95.5 %

2. The course material (e.g., coursepack, website, texts)
helped me better understand the subject matter.

4.74 5.00 0.69 43 2.3 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 16.3 % 81.4 %

3. The course assignments helped me better
understand the subject matter.

4.65 5.00 0.72 43 2.3 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 25.6 % 72.1 %

4. This course was very exciting to me intellectually. 4.79 5.00 0.68 42 2.4 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 11.9 % 85.7 %

5. This course was designed to keep me engaged in
learning.

4.89 5.00 0.32 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 11.4 % 88.6 %

6. The workload was appropriate for what I gained from
this class.

4.74 5.00 0.49 43 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.3 % 20.9 % 76.7 %

Mean Median SD N
Very
Easy

Easy Average
More

Rigorous
Most

Rigorous

1. Rate the grading standards of this course compared with
others you have taken at UNC.

3.16 3.00 0.48 44 0.0 % 4.5 % 75.0 % 20.5 % 0.0 %

2. Rate the workload required in this course compared with
others you have taken at UNC.

3.43 3.00 0.66 44 0.0 % 4.5 % 52.3 % 38.6 % 4.5 %

Reported Engagement

N 0 1-3 4-6 7-9
10-
12

12+

1. Please estimate the average number of hours per week that you spent
outside of class on work related to this course.

44 0.0 % 11.4 % 52.3 % 27.3 % 6.8 % 2.3 %

2. About how many times this semester have you met with the instructor
outside of class?

44 13.6 % 72.7 % 9.1 % 4.5 % 0.0 % 0.0 %

Expected Grade

N A- or A
B or
B+

C+ or
B-

C- or
C

F or
D

Pass Fail H P L

1. What grade do you think you will get in this
course?

43 60.5 % 27.9 % 7.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 4.7 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 %

Diversity and Inclusion

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly
Agree

1. The diversity of my classmates enriched my learning
in this course.

4.70 5.00 0.59 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 6.8 % 15.9 % 77.3 %

2. I increased my ability to work on a team with students
from different backgrounds and perspectives.

4.56 5.00 0.67 43 0.0 % 0.0 % 9.3 % 25.6 % 65.1 %

3. This course exposed me to points of view different
from my own.

4.64 5.00 0.49 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 36.4 % 63.6 %

4. I became more aware of multiple perspectives on
issues of diversity.

4.61 5.00 0.62 44 0.0 % 2.3 % 0.0 % 31.8 % 65.9 %

5. The instructor, Alanna Gillis, valued the diversity of life
experiences among students.

4.84 5.00 0.37 43 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 16.3 % 83.7 %

6. The instructor, Alanna Gillis, saw cultural and personal
differences as assets.

4.83 5.00 0.38 42 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 16.7 % 83.3 %

7. In-class activities were organized to value the diversity
of life experiences among students.

4.81 5.00 0.39 43 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 18.6 % 81.4 %

Open-Ended Responses
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Comments on Overall Assessment of This Course.

Comments

This course has been one of the best I've taken at UNC. As a senior, it was really great to encounter a TA that cared so deeply about
the learning outcomes of her students.

This is one of the best classes I've ever been in. I am a double major of HDFS and Sociology with the intent to be an Elementary
teacher. I am very passionate about the sociology of education and this course served my interest very well. I loved learning the
different forces that affect education at different levels (K–12 + beyond) since often times I may just be thinking of Elementary school
as it pertains to me.

I really liked this course and assignments because I could apply a lot of my actual experiences as well as my knowledge to the
theory and data from readings, and I can understand more deeply the educational issues, current situations and sociological
perspectives.

the course was very interesting and brought up relevant topics

The activities were engaging and helped solidify the information/concepts we were learning. One of my favorites was the networking
activity.

I felt that the quizzes had unfair questions at first but improved and became more fair with time.

Alanna is a wonderful professor who demonstrates that she cares for each and every one of her students. That makes students feel
accountable and helps them to engage in the academic material.

SHE IS A FANTASTIC TEACHER! SHE IS GENUINE, COMPASSIONATE, HONEST, AND SHE CARES ABOUT HER STUDENTS. MOST
IMPORTANTLY, SHE TREATS US AS PEOPLE. I WISH SHE WOULD TEACH ALL OF MY CLASSES!

This course helped me learn so much about education, which is especially useful for me because I'm a Biology Education major. I
feel like I will be a better, more aware teacher because of this class.

I enjoyed this class. Thank you caring enough about your job to make yourself available for individual help, respecting us as students
and adults, and teaching us.

This is one of the best courses that I've taken at Carolina. I appreciate the instructors use of innovative teaching methods and
lessened emphasis on traditional grading methods.

Sociology is a very interesting discipline in general. The sociology of education is very eye–opening, especially since we are all
students, and we talk about the lives and resources that different students have. It's just cool to be in the setting that we are learning
about.

Alanna's class activities were very helpful for learning concepts. I enjoyed the role playing activities where we pretended to be people
looking for jobs, a college admission board, etc. She is a passionate educator and her respect for the students shines through in
her communication and teaching. I enjoyed having a group assigned at the beginning of class. This was very helpful to have people
to discuss class topics with outside of class. I wish I could take another course with Alanna.

This course inspired me to take more sociology classes. I learned a great deal about both sociology and education.

Best course I have ever taken at UNC

This course was excellent

This has been my favorite class that I have taken at UNC so far. Most of that has to do with Alanna Gillis.

great course. really enjoyed all of it. Alanna's activities were awesome and all helped student learning.

I enjoyed having quizzes to take after readings it helped me spend more time on the readings and thinking about them. I also loved
getting a opportunity to teach the class i was able to learn more about my approach to leading a presentation and class discussion.
Also i loved how class discussion was not afraid to point out direct inequalities in education and around us.

This course was great. Nearly every reading was eye–opening and interesting and Alanna made sure to make the amount of
readings manageable so that students could really digest the material. Alanna is a terrific professor who is clearly devoted to helping
her students learn and broaden their perspectives. I am a senior, and Alanna is one of my two favorite professors I've had at
Carolina.

Professor Gillis is great! The activities kept this class engaging and fun.

The course exceeded my expectations! The material was really relatable and eye–opening too. The course also focused from early
childhood programs to post–secondary education and I very much loved that!

Great course, fair and excellent professor

This is a great course and I think it was very valuable in contributing to my future career goals. I would highly recommend this class
along with the instructor.

Required a decent amount of work because each reading was quizzed, but the work was helpful and interesting. Alanna motivated
us to do the readings by talking about them in class, and we couldn't effectively engage in discussion without knowing the material. 

Overall, a fantastic class (because of Alanna's attitude, the format of a discussion–based class, and the incredibly relevant material
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Comments

she chose). Wish every class could be as interesting as this one. I learned a TON, most of which will be very applicable in the future,
as an employer, parent, and person.

This is such a fascinating class and everyone should take it.

This course might be the best one I've taken at UNC so far. Every component of it (the research paper, the readings, the in class
discussions, the class project, lectures from the instructor) contributed in a huge, positive way to my learning experience. I loved
being able to hear about the personal experiences of my classmates and to have ideas and conjectures explained and analyzed by
my professor as well, who took great care to do research outside of class so that she could explain everything to us fully and answer
any clarifying questions we might have.

I learned a lot from this course and am very interested in education. This course offered a lot of terms and methods that I can use in
my future academics.

This was a great course! Professor Gillis led excellent discussions on the course material and created innovative lesson plans
including us role–playing as different people at a school board meeting and a simulated job search to deepen the classes
understanding of key concepts. I always got detailed feedback on my assignments and felt comfortable going to Professor Gillis's
office hours if I needed any extra help on an assignment or with something I didn't understand from class.

This course was super interesting. I feel like we covered so many different topics throughout the semester, and they all were different
from what I have learned in my other classes.

Comments on Overall Assessment of This Instructor.

Comments

Alanna is excellent. She is a great instructor now and will make an outstanding professor. She is one of the few professors I've had
at UNC that dedicated a great deal of time outside of class making sure students had plenty of activities to do in class, as well as
plenty of availability with her outside of class. She was really passionate about the subject material and was very knowledgeable too.
She was lastly very kind to all that approached her and made sure to help in whatever way she could!

She is such a sweetheart! She creates a very inclusive class environment and very clearly is passionate about this subject. She has
very clearly demonstrated compassion for students and makes every student feel valued. She cares about our success and wanted
to help us excel!

GIVE HER AN AWARD!!! She's only a grad student and is teaching college courses better than all my professors. Really loved the way
she interacted with the class!

I should say that she is literally an amazing instructor; I loved her lectures as well as how she attempts to encourage us to learn
more and more.

She did a great job and really worked with students' schedules

Alana always thought of us as people first. She was understanding of the different challenges that each student encountered in their
day–to–day life as well as understood that her class was one of multiple that student were taking and always let us know that she
understood these things and that if we needed, we could talk to her. Still, her understanding made the class atmosphere so much
lighter and less stressful. She always knew when we needed a little boost/to hear that someone recognizes us as people too, not
only students. Her encouragement and evaluation of participation has actually boosted my confidence in other classes and I often
find myself answering or (more so) asking questions in other classes when I used to never do that. Alana really cared about
teaching and that showed in her efforts for this class. She welcomed student feedback and responded accordingly. One of the best
instructors I've had at UNC.

She really cares about the subject matter and teaching. Definitely one of the best classes I've taken at UNC. I didn't like SOCI 101 so I
was skeptical when I signed up for this course but I felt that we discussed more relevant topics than in SOCI 101. This course
helped develop my passion for education policy.

Like I said earlier, Alanna made all students feel welcome and comfortable I'm her class, therefore making students feel
accountable for their academic progress.

ABSOLUTELY FANTASTIC! NO COMPLAINTS!

I honestly cannot say enough good things about Alanna. She is genuinely interested in the success, happiness, and overall
educational experience of her students. She is kind, fair, and an obvious inspiration to her students. I love coming to this class
because I am cared for and encouraged to engage honestly with the material.

Alanna Gillis was astoundingly concerned with student well–being and learning. Because she was focused on her skills as a
teacher just as much as she was focused on her research, many of the students cared more about the class.

Alanna is one of the best instructors I have had at UNC. She is eager to hear from all of her students in class and easily
accessible/approachable whether through email or through office hours. She is very knowledgeable in the material and has given us
a fair amount of work for the content of the class. She assigns interesting readings and the discussions in her class are always so
enriching. She's flexible and understanding when it comes to grading and due dates. Overall, she is a wonderful teacher, and I would
recommend her to any student at UNC.
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Comments

One of the best instructors I've had at UNC.

Alanna is the most wonderful instructor I have had. She is kind, passionate, and one of the hardest working instructors I've had at
Carolina all my four years. She belongs in academia and is extremely intelligent and hardworking.

You can really tell that she cares about her students and what they are learning.

Alanna's enthusiasm for the subject was infectious––the class discussion were always engaging and I believe we all learned more
because Alanna was our instructor! She was always willing to go the extra mile to help her students and it's obvious that she cares
about her students' success.

Amazing instructor. Cares deeply about each and every student and prioritizes genuine learning over everything else.

Even though she is a grad student, she puts so much time and effort into the course and the class. She is an amazing instructor, not
just because of how she teaches the material, but also because of how she conducts herself as a person towards students.
Absolutely one of the best instructors.

amazing

She is the reason I am a sociology major now.

Great great great teacher. clearly cares about students and course. takes the extra time to make class activities and is super
appreciative of students

She is one of the best instructors I have had over the 3 years at UNC. She showed great passion for what she was teaching and
learning about individual experiences with education and life experiences. She shoed great respect for our education and the reality
that we are college students with other demanding classes. She created a good relationship with the class that made us learn
more. Thank you!

Alanna was an incredible teacher!

I LOVE her!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Can she never leave and teach every class at Carolina? She is probably one of the most caring professors I have
ever had at Carolina. She definitely tries to understand our predicaments as students, adults, and part–time workers. She is so
amazing and understanding!

The instructor was great and very understanding of the students. She delivered the material in a way where everyone understood it or
could relate it to their own personal experiences. I also appreciate that she made the class engaging so it was never boring.

Alanna is one of the best instructors I've had, especially when recognizing that she's a grad student. She cares about students as
people first and does her best to decrease stress levels instead of increasing them. She is extremely passionate about sociology
and education, and that showed very clearly in her teaching. I'm so happy to have had Alanna and wish that I could repeat this class
to have her again.

Alanna Gillis is an excellent instructor. She is knowledgeable about the subject and passionate about helping students understand
the different themes, concepts,and perspectives.

Alanna Gillis is the best professor I have had at UNC so far. She actually gives a dang about her students and our success and very
clearly cares about the course material itself. This was like the one class I actually enjoyed going to

I really enjoyed that Alanna was almost more of a facilitator of this class than she was an instructor, and I don't mean this in a bad
way. I just mean that rather than telling us everything in a lecture, she gave us the materials and the background information that
allowed us to come to conclusions on our own, but then was always prepared to answer questions and help us dive deeper into the
topic if we weren't getting there on our own. I was really impressed with her knowledge about all of the various topics we covered and
with the way she structured the course and created a safe, respectful environment in a class where we talked about a lot of very
charged topics. The only thing she could maybe do differently would be use class time a little more efficiently – sometimes class
would end right when we'd be getting to the meat of our discussion and that was a bummer, but other than that I can't think of
anything that could be improved. Thank you for an amazing class!

Alanna is an interesting person. Her perspective is valuable although still misses certain concepts about race and sexual orientation
as it relates to education. I would suggest you find more literature on this, and stress the importance of why these inequalities are
morally wrong, not just presenting the facts.

Alanna was one of the best instructors I have had at UNC. She really cared about the material and her students. I really appreciated
her acknowledgement of when times were stressful during the year, especially on quizzes. She was very easy to approach and try
and meet with outside of class. She was very understanding and real about circumstances surrounding the campus and outside life.
The quizzes really did help with keeping up with the readings in class. I did understand her concept and purpose of making us
discuss in groups, but there were just some days where I did not feel like talking or expressing ideas in a group and that I wish that
daily communication wasn't there and I was just able to attend class, learn the ideas, and leave. The discussions did promote
thinking, and she had a good idea of what to do. I also really liked the creativity she tried to put into activities for us and that she was
considerate of our ideas and interested in our feedback. I really enjoyed the books we had to read for the class. I am unsure how I
feel about the final exam since it is a new idea, but I hope it works out well and doesn't negatively affect my grade. I really hope she
keeps up her enthusiasm for teaching as she further progresses in her career.

Professor Gillis was an excellent instructor. She always made sure to communicate clearly and effectively her expectations, but also
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Comments

ensured students felt valued beyond their academic performance. I always received detailed feedback on my assignments and felt
comfortable asking questions when I needed clarification.

Alanna is amazing! She really cares for all of her students, and is understanding when things come up. She is able to empathize
when a lot might be happening in a student's life, so she does not mind if she has to meet with a student outside of her normal office
hours or move a deadline for them. I wish all my professors cared as much about the students and the class material as much as
Alanna does. I also wish I could have her teach all of my sociology classes.

Comments on: The Instructor Provided Regular Assessment of My Work Throughout the Semester. (Comments)

Comment

- She always left helpful and constructive comments on the quizzes and papers.

- She provided a lot of goof feedback on paper material

- She had these evaluations of ourselves and I loved that because we were able to see what she could think of us and what we
thought of ourselves.

Comments on: The Instructor Held Class Meetings Consistent With the Course Syllabus and the Official Schedule Published For
This Course. (Comments)

Comment

- We were always on track, even when we got carried away with discussions.

- Class material stayed on track

- I think she only changed the syllabus twice and that was based on the majority of the class voting.

How Did the Diversity of Your Classmates Contribute to Your Learning in This Course?

Comments

People had different viewpoints on certain policies or topics. The rebuttal aspect of the class helped me to think more critically.

There were many different perspectives and personal experiences that helped me learn from my peers.

The diversity of my classmates was especially important in this class because of the role that class background played in learning
across all institutions. Much of education and educational outcomes are dependent on class background and resources and many
classmates shared testimonies of their experiences in the education system based on their race, class status, and sexual
orientation. It was really eye opening to me to learn about these archetypal experiences first hand, and diversity really enriched this
experience.

This was a sociology of education course. Hearing different students routes through schooling and how they got to the point of being
in this class was eye opening. There were transfer students, non traditional students (older women), students who were star
athletes in high school, students from different economic backgrounds, different races, etc. It was very helpful for the course to hear
many different opinions and experiences!

I got to hear perspectives of different childhoods that were relatable or interesting to know about.

Because of the class materials that talk a lot about different experience through the diversity of students' nationality, race, ethnicity,
sexes and genders, sexuality, etc., it was so helpful to know actual experience of the other diverse classmates in order for me to
understand more deeply the topics.

the diversity made class discussions very interesting

The entire course was about the inequalities in education and the different perspectives and experiences from students enriched my
learning.

It was important to have diversity because we were talking about sensitive and personal topics such as those about race, religion,
and SES.

Many of our conversations revolved around personal connections to academic material, so this truly gave students a chance to share
life experiences with their classmates.

Students were encouraged to share their own experience with the class. This helped me learn about others from different
backgrounds.

This is probably the most diverse class I've taken at UNC. Hearing perspectives from students of different races, genders,
sexualities, and class backgrounds helped me understand how people from different backgrounds experience education.

n/a

Because the class included students from a lot of different educational backgrounds, we were able to hear first–hand anecdotal
evidence that applied to the course. I don't think that I would have learned as much if I wasn't able to connect personal experiences to
the large–scale empirical data that we often studied.

Since the class is not even 50 students, and it is very much discussion–based, the opinions and thoughts of all of the students were
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Comments

able to be shared. The class is very diverse, and considering the course material almost always mentioned differences of education
based on separate identities, I was able to hear from several points of view on the material each day. I very much enjoyed hearing
from everyone, and it definitely helped me to learn about experiences other than my own.

I liked that we had a good group of people willing to identify whether they were from middle class/lower class backgrounds in talking
about inequality.

Everyone's perspective on their education helped enrich my understanding of inequality in the education system.

Students from all different kinds of SES, educational, racial, etc. backgrounds shared their experiences growing up, applying for
college, and even their current experiences.

I got to hear different perspectives on things we would talk about, which is helpful and eye–opening.

Alanna assigned us groups after the first week of classes that ensured we would meet new people that came from different
backgrounds. I would not have become friends with some people had she not done this, so I'm very grateful. Classmates were
always willing to share their personal experiences which greatly enriched the class discussions about the course materials.

Especially in a class about education, diversity of perspective is crucial and we definitely had that in this class

Increased perspectives lead to increased knowledge.

my group helped me see issues that I had not considered before. same with class activities

Most of the class structure was based on learning about different perspectives on education. During group discussions a lot of our
classmates shared their experiences in each stage of education and this new information helped reinforce was the readings and
discussions where focused on. A lot of the information I will recall in the future will be from the diversity of the class room.

Students in the class were very diverse and were willing to share diverse perspectives and experiences, thanks to the inclusive and
positive environment fostered by Alanna.

All of our various experiences enriched the class discussion. All of my peers were open–minded and respectful of others'
perspectives.

We were able to speak of different experiences because of our educational background, SES, sex, gender, and race. It was
interesting that what I felt during an experience was not what someone else felt.

Helped make issues about race less awkward

I learned the views from students of different social class backgrounds.

very helpful to learn about others' educational experiences; provided a huge asset to have diverse experiences and I certainly would
not have learned as much as I did in a non–diverse class.

We had many class discussions and small group discussions and all perspectives and experiences were valued.

We all have very different backgrounds and so, with regards to the subject matter, we were able to share our own experiences and
learned a lot from each other. As we went through the course material, at least one of us fit into every category or subject and was
able to provide insight that perhaps the articles/reading material couldn't provide

They had perspectives and ideas that I had never fully understood or even heard before so it really helped open my eyes to different
views.

This class was diverse with a lot of perspectives. Some people rarely shared though and I am curious to know if they had an
underrepresented perspective.

As we often discussed issues of race, class, and gender, hearing from the different perspectives of my peers helped me have a
deeper understanding of the course material. I felt that all backgrounds were respected in our discussions and the professor
encouraged respect.

Since this course was discussion based, there were a lot of opportunities for students to draw on their past experiences. No one
judged a student's views, and that was largely due to the fact Alanna set those guidelines up front. We were assigned random
groups, so I was able to get close to them and the other people around me. I knew that we all had different life experiences, and
being able to share those diverse experiences really enriched my learning.
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How Might the Class Climate Be Made More Inclusive of Diverse Students?

Comments

This course was one of the most inclusive environments I have had at UNC. I do not have a critique to make this more diverse.

I believe this is one of the most inclusive classes I've ever been in. All of our reading material approached topics from a wide variety
of backgrounds, our teacher always took a wider view of topics but mentioned details relevant to different groups, every student was
treated inclusively, and there was a great, open environment of the classroom!

The class was very inclusive! Maybe adding information on global education, so we can compare that to US education. Not only
would it be a good opportunity for us to analyze our education system and how we can better it in the future, but also gives our foreign
exchange students relate and feel apart of the conversations.

This class already has some strategies to make it inclusive but it might be interesting to try more to share different opinions and
experiences that come from distinct backgrounds of the students.

make the environment more welcoming for students with different opinions

I can't think of anything because it was certainly one of my most inclusive classes at Carolina.

This class was the most inclusive class I have ever taken.

be more considerate of lower ses students and students from community college

I don't know if the class could have been any more inclusive than it was. I think everyone felt welcome to speak up from their own
viewpoints.

I think the class climate was very inclusive, so I have no recommendation on this.

Maybe more discussions of race, sexuality, gender, and nationality would be nice.

I think the class was conducive to diversity.

Alanna understands how to communicate with students and guide large group discussions. She creates a safe environment where
people from all communities can feel comfortable enough to share and learn. Alanna's teaching style is already very inclusive.

Maybe don't try to make it seem like one side is inherently better or right than the other or allow students to do so, because it can
restrict other students from wanting to talk.

Honestly, Alanna made the class very inclusive. I don't know anything else that could be done to make it more inclusive!

Overall, I think this was handled quite well, although some students spoke more than others. Some voices were heard more than
others.

n/a

I think the Alanna made the class climate very inclusive for everyones different backgrounds. She did a good job at making sure
everyone was treated equally and felt comfortable. I will say that some of the information can be uncomfortable for some students to
take in since it does strike home for us but that is the nature of the course. I felt very comfortable to share information that might
seem uncomfortable to share with the rest of the class.

I think Alanna did everything she could have.

The course focused heavily on the United States, so having a component that challenges students to think on the global perspective
could create a more inclusive environment for students not from the U.S.

It can't! I think all types of ideas were definitely valued and never disrespected.

Maybe include more students from racial backgrounds or even religious backgrounds because that could have an effect. It was
mainly a black–white perspective in the class.

it was extremely inclusive from my perspective

Everyone was included. Class climate was very accepting, now sure how that could be improved more.

If the course was broken into two courses then the class material could cover community college, international students, and go
more in–depth with the current course material. Every student should be required to take this class. It is absolutely mind–opening

I think this class was as inclusive as it gets – everyone seemed to feel comfortable sharing about their diverse experiences without
fear of judgment or disrespect. All in all it was a very special environment that I wish I had in every class here at UNC.

Invite STEM majors to take the class too.

There's really not much that could be done, this class was great on the diversity front.
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Student Evaluation of Teaching, Spring 2018
Alanna Gillis, SOCI 101-003 SOC PERSPECTIVES

Raters Students

Responded 44

Invited 47

Response Ratio 93.6%

Overall

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly
Agree

1. Overall, this course was excellent. 4.30 4.00 0.88 44 2.3 % 2.3 % 6.8 % 40.9 % 47.7 %

2. Overall, I learned a great deal from this course. 4.26 4.00 0.90 43 0.0 % 7.0 % 9.3 % 34.9 % 48.8 %

3. Overall, this instructor was an effective teacher. 4.51 5.00 0.94 43 4.7 % 0.0 % 2.3 % 25.6 % 67.4 %

4. The instructor was one of the best I have had at
Carolina, fully deserving of a teaching award.

3.77 4.00 1.16 44 6.8 % 4.5 % 25.0 % 31.8 % 31.8 %

Instructor

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly
Agree

1. The instructor clearly communicated what was
expected of me in this class.

4.52 5.00 0.88 44 0.0 % 6.8 % 4.5 % 18.2 % 70.5 %

2. I was able to get individual help when I needed it. 4.73 5.00 0.50 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.3 % 22.7 % 75.0 %

3. The instructor evaluated my work fairly. 4.09 4.00 1.12 44 2.3 % 11.4 % 9.1 % 29.5 % 47.7 %

4. The instructor showed concern about whether
students learned the material.

4.64 5.00 0.61 44 0.0 % 2.3 % 0.0 % 29.5 % 68.2 %

5. The instructor expressed ideas clearly. 4.59 5.00 0.62 44 0.0 % 2.3 % 0.0 % 34.1 % 63.6 %

6. The instructor showed enthusiasm for the subject
matter.

4.77 5.00 0.57 43 0.0 % 2.3 % 0.0 % 16.3 % 81.4 %

7. The instructor showed enthusiasm for teaching the
class.

4.79 5.00 0.56 43 0.0 % 2.3 % 0.0 % 14.0 % 83.7 %

8. The instructor treated all students with respect. 4.80 5.00 0.46 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.3 % 15.9 % 81.8 %

9. The instructional techniques engaged me with the
subject matter.

4.57 5.00 0.76 44 2.3 % 0.0 % 2.3 % 29.5 % 65.9 %

10. The instructor provided me with helpful feedback on
my performance.

4.36 5.00 0.99 44 2.3 % 6.8 % 2.3 % 29.5 % 59.1 %

11. The instructor handled questions well. 4.73 5.00 0.50 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.3 % 22.7 % 75.0 %

12. The instructor used examples that had relevance for
me.

4.64 5.00 0.61 44 0.0 % 2.3 % 0.0 % 29.5 % 68.2 %

13. The instructor used class time well. 4.56 5.00 0.63 43 0.0 % 2.3 % 0.0 % 37.2 % 60.5 %

14. The instructor encouraged students to participate in
this class.

4.80 5.00 0.41 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 20.5 % 79.5 %

N Yes

1. The instructor provided regular assessment of my work throughout the semester. 44 100.0 %

2. The instructor held class meetings consistent with the course syllabus and the official schedule published for this
course.

44 100.0 %

3. Is this a required course for you? 44 56.8 %
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Course

Mean Median SD N
Strongly

Disagree
Disagree Neutral Agree

Strongly
Agree

1. The course challenged me to think deeply about the
subject matter.

4.59 5.00 0.54 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.3 % 36.4 % 61.4 %

2. The course material (e.g., coursepack, website, texts)
helped me better understand the subject matter.

4.49 5.00 0.86 43 0.0 % 4.7 % 9.3 % 18.6 % 67.4 %

3. The course assignments helped me better
understand the subject matter.

4.52 5.00 0.70 44 0.0 % 2.3 % 4.5 % 31.8 % 61.4 %

4. This course was very exciting to me intellectually. 4.09 4.00 1.02 43 2.3 % 7.0 % 11.6 % 37.2 % 41.9 %

5. This course was designed to keep me engaged in
learning.

4.59 5.00 0.62 44 0.0 % 2.3 % 0.0 % 34.1 % 63.6 %

6. The workload was appropriate for what I gained from
this class.

4.44 5.00 0.67 43 0.0 % 2.3 % 2.3 % 44.2 % 51.2 %

Mean Median SD N
Very
Easy

Easy Average
More

Rigorous
Most

Rigorous

1. Rate the grading standards of this course compared
with others you have taken at UNC.

3.32 3.00 0.71 44 0.0 % 9.1 % 54.5 % 31.8 % 4.5 %

2. Rate the workload required in this course compared
with others you have taken at UNC.

2.93 3.00 0.76 44 4.5 % 18.2 % 56.8 % 20.5 % 0.0 %

Reported Engagement

N 0 1-3 4-6 7-9
10-
12

12+

1. Please estimate the average number of hours per week that you spent
outside of class on work related to this course.

44 0.0 % 56.8 % 36.4 % 6.8 % 0.0 % 0.0 %

2. About how many times this semester have you met with the instructor outside
of class?

44 36.4 % 52.3 % 11.4 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 %

Expected Grade

N A- or A
B or
B+

C+ or
B-

C- or
C

F or
D

Pass Fail H P L

1. What grade do you think you will get in this
course?

43 72.1 % 25.6 % 0.0 % 2.3 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 %

Diversity and Inclusion

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly
Agree

1. The diversity of my classmates enriched my learning
in this course.

4.41 5.00 0.76 44 0.0 % 2.3 % 9.1 % 34.1 % 54.5 %

2. I increased my ability to work on a team with students
from different backgrounds and perspectives.

4.48 5.00 0.79 44 0.0 % 4.5 % 4.5 % 29.5 % 61.4 %

3. This course exposed me to points of view different
from my own.

4.73 5.00 0.45 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 27.3 % 72.7 %

4. I became more aware of multiple perspectives on
issues of diversity.

4.57 5.00 0.70 44 0.0 % 2.3 % 4.5 % 27.3 % 65.9 %

5. The instructor, Alanna Gillis, valued the diversity of life
experiences among students.

4.73 5.00 0.50 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.3 % 22.7 % 75.0 %

6. The instructor, Alanna Gillis, saw cultural and personal
differences as assets.

4.70 5.00 0.51 44 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.3 % 25.0 % 72.7 %

7. In-class activities were organized to value the diversity
of life experiences among students.

4.52 5.00 0.66 44 0.0 % 2.3 % 2.3 % 36.4 % 59.1 %

Open-Ended Responses
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Comments on Overall Assessment of This Course.

Comments

This course forced me to think about social situations in ways that I had never thought of before. I feel that I gained a lot from this new
perspective of learning.

I really enjoyed this course. Alanna was always very excited to help us learn more about sociology, and she was always very kind to
her students. It was really clear to me that she wanted us to succeed and was willing to help us reach our goals. Despite her
willingness to see us succeed, this class wasn't extremely easy. Rather, Alanna challenged us to push ourselves. Her grading was
difficult, but it encouraged me to find my weaknesses and improve upon them. I became a better writer, speaker, and student by
taking this course. 

I greatly enjoyed the course materials that Alanna used during the course of her class. The readings she chose were appropriately
long, very interesting, and relevant to current events. Before each lecture, we had reading quizzes to make sure that we did our
homework and attended the previous class' lecture. These quizzes were appropriately long (both in terms of the number of
questions and the time it would take to complete them). During each lecture, Alanna used PowerPoints to help students better
understand key concepts from the readings as she gave "mini–lectures" on the readings. I also enjoyed how many opportunities
students got to share their reactions with one another in small group settings or in front of the entire class. 

One criticism I have is that we were frequently required to evaluate our participation and our group members' participation. These
assignments were 6 page long documents that required us to write sentences on how each of us fulfilled a variety of aspects of
participation and a full paragraph for each person. Completing these forms multiple times throughout the semester was very
frustrating, as these forms were time–consuming and I never had much to say about each dimension of participation. For example, I
found it hard to write a couple of sentences on how I attended class on time each day. I also found it difficult to write about the
attendance and participation of my group members in multiple paragraphs because I hadn't been keeping close tabs on their
performance in this course.

I really enjoyed the subject material of this course as well as the way it was set up. We did not have too much outside work, but it was
enough so that we would still be learning outside of the classroom in order to have fuller discussions in class.

I learned a lot in this class. I thought the work load was above average, however it helped me better understand the material.

This course was excellent. Even taking an introductory course as a senior, she made sure to challenge me and others throughout
the course through various different assignments and discussion based classes. All of the classes were discussion based with
activities built in so each day concluded with takeaways which was really helpful to consolidate material. I enjoyed the material in this
course, and regardless of major, everyone can gain something from this class.

I very much enjoyed the class, and applied what I learned in many situations outside of class!

Awesome course!

One of the best classes I have taken at UNC.

The course workload was fair and the assignments were engaging and relevant, but the grading was also sort of hard.

It tackled a lot of hot topics that allow me to have conversations with others in the future. I feel that the grading was relatively harsh on
some assignments, but I've learned a lot from this course overall.

Overall, good course, the instructor clearly cared about her students and the material.

I thought this course was engaging and made me think a lot about our society and the ways in which people act and think and for
myself to be more mindful of how I act going forward after this class.

The assignments encouraged students to think analytically and the professor gave clear instructions/expectations and feedback so
that assessments were not as stressful.

Alanna Gillis was the worst teacher I’ve ever had, she’s not capable of teaching a class and had to read off of her notes the entire
semester.

This course was fun. I enjoyed the material and the in–class activities.

I really enjoyed this course. I think the material was a little rudimentary and was sometime hard to build upon, but it was what I
expected for an introductory course.

This course was not traditional with a textbook and exams but instead focused a lot on discussions. I felt that this made the class
more interesting. But also the grading on papers and presentations was a little harsh in my opinion due to small professor
preferences.

This was an excellent course that introduced me to thinking sociologically. The best introductory course I've taken at UNC.

Great course. I feel like it could be made into a gen. ed. with a substitution of another gen. ed. (please, do not just ever add a gen. ed.
without taking one away)

Very easy course, though grading can be very inconsistent at times. Little course material to be learned. Some lectures didn't even
require notes to be taken because terminology was so scarce.
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Comments

I enjoyed this class and the material that was taught. I felt like the grading was unfair at times and could be improved.

The Course had a good workload, especially for an introductory course. I really liked the teaching style and the mini lectures. It was
especially helpful for me to have the small activities in which the professor used to show sociological concepts

The class size was great for the discussion based learning. It was nice to have groups that you could collaborate with in and outside
of class but i would have liked be able to work with other students throughout the semester so that I could learn from even more
diverse perspectives.

none

The structure of the course (more discussion and issue based) was very engaging. Great job.

It was a very interesting course.

I think the course was structured well and designed to engage the class. I had fun with the class activities and I learned some things
I had never considered beforehand.

Class was very interesting and I learned a lot about things I had never really thought of before. Not an overwhelming amount of class
work but enough to keep everyone engaged.

This course taught me how to think about issues (even ordinary issues that I had never considered before) in a sociological way. It
broadened my views on the world around me and I can wholeheartedly say that I will never look at society the same way as I did
before this class. I am a much better student and person as a result of this course.

Fantastic course. Great introduction course to sociology. Basics were presented in an understandable and accepting manner.

I very much enjoyed this class. It really helped me think about the world differently.

Great class, had interesting activities that made me understand sociological concepts in a different way. Class discussions were
always interesting and never felt forced. Creating permanent small groups was a great way to build connections in the class and
have more in–depth discussion.

Comments on Overall Assessment of This Instructor.

Comments

Very passionate about the subject and made it interesting. A lot of the evaluation forms we had to fill out for other class members
were tedious and I did not find them helpful; it was like I was back in middle school.

Alanna was a very smart instructor that showed a lot of enthusiasm for the teaching material and for teaching us.

See previous comments where I fully explained Alanna's effectiveness as an instructor and the activities she set up for this course.

She has been so readily available to meet with us outside of class, which has been awesome. She was available throughout the
semester, but she made sure to have extra time to be available when we had larger assignments due. She also followed the
syllabus very closely, while still taking into account what the class was interested in learning more about.

Great professor. Really wanted all students to do well in the course.

This instructor is amazing!!!! She is one of the most influential instructors I have had throughout my time at UNC. I am so thankful for
the investment she made for all of her students. She was overwhelmingly flexible and willing to work with students outside of class,
whether it was on class activities or something completely unrelated, as I know I have seen her concerning future education plans
for myself. She has a great passion for sociology, but more evident is her passion for teaching. he developed several in depth
activities that were helpful in our ability to learn the material, and it forced us to understand how institutions work on a grander scale,
as she would often put us in scenarios, which were really great for learning. She was always very respectful of student testimony in
class and encouraged students to reach their full potential, whether it was in sociology or not. She is one of the best!

Great instructor, with good in–class activities!

Great instructor

One of the best teachers at UNC

I think that Alanna was very willing to help out when it was needed, however, I did not like how she made 93 the "best" grade you
could achieve with essays. I understand that there is no work that will ever be perfect, but this made us seem like we weren't doing
as well in this class with written opportunities like we could have been doing in others.

Alanna has been an awesome instructor because she is very willing to meet with students and help them out to the best of their
ability. The grading has been a bit hard for some assignments since it is only an introductory class, but overall, Alanna has been
engaging and helpful.

She is really knowledgable and enthusiastic about sociology, which helps discussion. Some of the grading on the assignments was
a little harsh even after visiting office hours for help. She is willing to help, but it doesn't reflect on the grade. She is very inclusive and
provides a good environment to learn about this topic.

Great!

Professor Gillis was very helpful and available outside of class for office hours and always provided additional feedback on work
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Comments

when needed. However, she graded unnecessarily hard and did not seem to recognize the difficulty for some students to meet with
her outside of class due to scheduling conflicts. Students who met with her outside of class regarding the assignment at hand
always received higher grades than those who did not no matter the quality of the work. During a presentation, she took points off for
not meeting time requirements rather than quality of work. Much of the group work was not fairly graded despite peer evaluations
stating that one group member was not pulling their weight. During group projects and group presentations, the entire group
suffered due to one persons lack of preparation which was unfair of the professor as she was fully aware of the situation and met
with all other group members for office hours. Grading was my primary concern in this class because it seemed rather subjective
although there were rubrics and very inconsistent from person to person. I was very unpleased with this aspect of the class.

Professor Gillis was an amazing teacher, she was available when needed and in class allowed us to share our thoughts with our
group and class freely without feeling judged or wrong. She always was in a great mood and excited to teach us about sociology. In
addition she didn't lecture the entire time but included many fun activities in order for us to truly understand the concepts.

Very helpful during office hours. I liked the liberty we had in our assignments. Easier to become more passionate about what we
want to look into for each paper. I loved having no exams.

Alanna cared about individual students' success. She was very passionate about the material and promoted a community
environment in class.

She is awesome!

An enthusiastic teacher who took conceptual lessons slow enough to be thoroughly understood, but fast enough to keep interest.

Alanna was a very approachable and understanding professor. I believe she cared a lot about the subject and was passionate about
making sure we learned the material.

Enthusiastic about the material she teaches, always well–prepared for class and times everything perfectly. Gives feedback on
assignments promptly.

Great professor. Very personable and approachable.

She is great but her grading scale is ridiculous. This is a 101 course, so setting the standards to a graduate level work in order to
earn a 94 or higher is outrageous and unfair. She took off points for petty things (like wording of sentences not being exactly what she
would have written, or not giving all of the points on a section of the grading rubric just because she felt as though she could not, for
example: the movie choice for our first group project). She needs to be more realistic with her grading, most of her students are first–
years in this 101 course and they are struggling enough as it is with adjusting to being a college student, and the sophomores
though seniors that are in the course are probably also struggling just for the mere fact that they are a student at UNC–Chapel Hill
where it seems that every teacher is trying to kill their already not–perfect GPA. Cut the students some slack. We are not graduate
students nor will most of us ever be in the department of Sociology. That is all.

Alanna was very clear in what she expected out of the class and the assignments. She also made herself very available to meet up
and gave clear times in which she would always be in the office and was always willing to talk to students right before or after class.

Alanna was clearly passionate about sociology and wanted the class to feel the same, but it might be better for her to teach a higher
level course for students that actually care about the subject rather than the 101 students who are mainly taking the class for a gen
ed. I think she was an unfair grader and appeared to only award full points if a student submitted something exactly the way she
would have done it, which is not an affective what to teach people how to write or analyze. No two people think or write the same way,
so her comments on papers and presentations were just ridiculous. It was also unreasonable that the highest possible grade for
some assignments was a 95 (like the group presentation evaluations). She needs to stop acting like SOCI101 is an upper level
course and give people the chance to get an A.

none

Alanna did a great job overall and showed a great deal of passion for the material she was teaching. She made sure we were
always engaged in the classroom and we learned the material necessary. However, I would constructively criticize that she seemed
to let too much biased material into the classroom. Often times biased opinions about various topics were presented as fact by the
instructor. This was extremely distracting from the learning environment. Even if it was merely a "sociological perspective".

She is very nice and worked with me to get my assignments in even with my illness.

She was definitely very passionate about the course material and tried to engage the students. She was also knowledgeable about
the subjects and answered questions very well. I really enjoyed her as my instructor.

Alanna was very open to questions and others perspectives. genuinely cared if we were understanding the material.

Alanna is an extremely effective instructor that cares about each of her students' educations and well–beings. She is my favorite
instructor so far in my time at Carolina.

Great professor. Was quick to respond to emails and always willing to meet outside of class if help was ever needed, especially on
written assignment. Office hours were also very convenient and flexible. Teaching style was thorough and understandable.
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Comments on: The Instructor Provided Regular Assessment of My Work Throughout the Semester. (Comments)

Comment

- It was very tough to keep up with the daily quizzes

How Did the Diversity of Your Classmates Contribute to Your Learning in This Course?

Comments

Working in groups allowed me to get to know my classmates better and we all got to share our experiences.

It enhanced our class discussions by allowing us to share and consider a wide variety of perspectives, examples, and
interpretations on the subject matter.

The diversity of my classmates allowed me to hear opinions and thoughts that I wouldn't have considered unless someone from a
different background had pointed them out to me.

People from diverse backgrounds were able to share their own stories to provide unique perspectives on the topics we discussed in
this course.

A lot of the issues we discussed in class are viewed in different ways, largely because people come from different backgrounds.
Having this diversity allowed for richer conversations and discussions.

The diversity helped me understand different point of views.

This class is the introduction to sociology, which is a discipline rooted in the social world. Students sharing their individual
perspectives from the social world really helped to illuminate the principles we learned in class. Diversity was key in understanding,
as all students came from different socioeconomic backgrounds, ethnic/racial backgrounds, and religious backgrounds.

We definitely heard a lot of different perspectives during class discussions, which aided in allowing me to see a broader view of the
world.

It helped me to consider different sociological perspectives.

Since a lot of the topics looked at how diversity influences different sociological concepts, this contributed to the understanding of the
course material.

Learning in a group as well as class discussions really helped to see the perspectives of other students.

It didn’t add anything I wasn’t aware of.

Especially in sociology it is a broad field that requires a lot of different perspectives.

The subject matter of sociology lends itself nicely to including diverse points of views, and those views enrich the material.

Overall, the diversity of our classroom contributed to my learning because of the student interactions we have had switching groups
and doing various group activities and being able to discuss difficult issues with various opinions from different students who are
diverse.

We talked about numerous topics that concerned the diversity of our population.

Different perspectives made discussions more thought–provoking and interesting.

It helped when trying to discover how individuals thought and why they made decisions, which was really interesting. I think that a lot
of answers were only similar because they knew what people expected them to say but I wish that somehow we were able to really
know what people were thinking without them being afraid to talk about it.

The different backgrounds allowed for different perspectives. Students were able to use personal examples to make points.

it allowed for diverse perspectives on sociological problems.

This class is highly reliant on the experiences of the students. We often shared stories of our lives to explain the concepts, so it was
interesting to here from a diversity of experience.

N/A

This class helped me to learn more about diversity at this school and in society.

Because we established rules regarding respect the first day of class, my peers and I felt comfortable expressing our contrasting
opinions.

People could share their different opinions and life experiences.

People contributed many ideas from different backgrounds.

diversity doesn't affect learning

There was a diverse group of classmates that were able to bring their life experiences into the classroom. When we talked about
sociological situations that were specific to certain cultures or wanted to see how they differed, it was nice to see the different
perspectives of people from all cultural backgrounds.

It allowed student to contribute their different perspectives in class discussion so that other student may learn from them.

it helped give new perspectives
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Comments

Diversity allowed us all to pull from different perspectives and elaborate on class material

The diversity of opinions and backgrounds was very valuable.

The different perspectives made the conversations more engaging.

Introduced me to different viewpoints and perspectives.

There were people of many different backgrounds in the class, and it was interesting to hear perspectives different than the ones I
am familiar with

Alanna always sought to hear from a wide range of students during class discussions to ensure that we heard multiple perspectives
and could honestly evaluate the issue at hand.

The diversity of my classmates allowed access to new perspectives and ideas I never considered before and also gave me insight
on different cultural, social, and political perspectives.
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How Might the Class Climate Be Made More Inclusive of Diverse Students?

Comments

It is very discussion based so it was a great climate already.

Overall, she has done a great job. I can't think of a way to make it more inclusive besides possibly switching up the groups to allow
more communication.

Maybe by allowing more opportunities to talk about different ideas and values that students hold

I think this class is already very inclusive of all students, and I'm not sure how this can be improved even further. This class is more
inclusive than almost all other classes I've taken at UNC.

N/A– the class climate was very inclusive of diverse students.

I honestly cannot think of a way to make the class more inclusive. Our professor was extremely respectful of all students viewpoints,
whether they were deemed good or bad in the time being. She also made sure to give everyone plenty of opportunities to share
personal experiences from their own life, which prompted inclusivity in the class, even on sensitive subjects.

I think it is almost completely inclusive, and there is not much more that needs to be improved!

Not sure! It is already very inclusive and diverse.

No suggestions!

With a better teacher.

I think it was an overall good environment for diversity.

It was very inclusive

I think maybe switching groups every month could be more inclusive of diverse students as we would be able to work with almost
everyone in our class, but I still thought our class was extremely diversely inclusive of all students through the groups.

Change up the smaller groups throughout the year.

It could not really be because diverse students have a great opportunity to share their perspectives.

Restrictive Enrollment

It is already inclusive of diverse students.

I'm not sure, this was one of the most inclusive classes I have had at Carolina

It was perfectly inclusive!

Ensure that groups are better separated by race, gender, etc.

N/A

I think having a method for people to express their ideas separately from just in class discussion, such as a forum, would be very
helpful and allow people to feel more comfortable with sharing various perspectives.

The class definitely excelled at being inclusive of diverse students, though it would be nice to explore sociological concepts more in
depth with respect to other races, such as Asians, Indian, or middle eastern.

it already is

N/A. Alanna did a phenomenal job with inclusivity.

Continue to have a judgement free zone.

I think the class was diverse and no changes need to be made.

I think it was very inclusive

Honestly, Alanna is already extremely welcoming and inclusive of diversity. She should continue to do what she already does.

~
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Student Evaluation of Teaching, Maymester/Summer I 2018
Alanna Gillis, SOCI 101-001 SOC PERSPECTIVES

Raters Students

Responded 13

Invited 13

Response Ratio 100%

Overall

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly
Agree

1. Overall, this course was excellent. 4.77 5.00 0.44 13 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 23.1 % 76.9 %

2. Overall, I learned a great deal from this course. 4.75 5.00 0.45 12 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 25.0 % 75.0 %

3. Overall, this instructor was an effective teacher. 4.83 5.00 0.39 12 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 16.7 % 83.3 %

4. The instructor was one of the best I have had at
Carolina, fully deserving of a teaching award.

4.77 5.00 0.60 13 0.0 % 0.0 % 7.7 % 7.7 % 84.6 %

Instructor

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly
Agree

1. The instructor clearly communicated what was
expected of me in this class.

4.62 5.00 0.65 13 0.0 % 0.0 % 7.7 % 23.1 % 69.2 %

2. I was able to get individual help when I needed it. 4.69 5.00 0.85 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 7.7 % 84.6 %

3. The instructor evaluated my work fairly. 4.54 5.00 0.88 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 23.1 % 69.2 %

4. The instructor showed concern about whether
students learned the material.

4.46 5.00 0.97 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 7.7 % 15.4 % 69.2 %

5. The instructor expressed ideas clearly. 4.62 5.00 0.87 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 15.4 % 76.9 %

6. The instructor showed enthusiasm for the subject
matter.

4.62 5.00 0.87 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 15.4 % 76.9 %

7. The instructor showed enthusiasm for teaching the
class.

4.62 5.00 0.87 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 15.4 % 76.9 %

8. The instructor treated all students with respect. 4.75 5.00 0.87 12 0.0 % 8.3 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 91.7 %

9. The instructional techniques engaged me with the
subject matter.

4.69 5.00 0.85 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 7.7 % 84.6 %

10. The instructor provided me with helpful feedback on
my performance.

4.77 5.00 0.83 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 92.3 %

11. The instructor handled questions well. 4.77 5.00 0.44 13 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 23.1 % 76.9 %

12. The instructor used examples that had relevance for
me.

4.62 5.00 1.12 13 7.7 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 7.7 % 84.6 %

13. The instructor used class time well. 4.77 5.00 0.83 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 92.3 %

14. The instructor encouraged students to participate in
this class.

4.77 5.00 0.83 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 92.3 %

N Yes

1. The instructor provided regular assessment of my work throughout the semester. 12 100.0 %

2. The instructor held class meetings consistent with the course syllabus and the official schedule published for this
course.

12 100.0 %

3. Is this a required course for you? 13 61.5 %
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Course

Mean Median SD N
Strongly

Disagree
Disagree Neutral Agree

Strongly
Agree

1. The course challenged me to think deeply about the
subject matter.

4.69 5.00 0.63 13 0.0 % 0.0 % 7.7 % 15.4 % 76.9 %

2. The course material (e.g., coursepack, website, texts)
helped me better understand the subject matter.

4.62 5.00 0.87 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 15.4 % 76.9 %

3. The course assignments helped me better
understand the subject matter.

4.62 5.00 0.87 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 15.4 % 76.9 %

4. This course was very exciting to me intellectually. 4.54 5.00 0.88 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 23.1 % 69.2 %

5. This course was designed to keep me engaged in
learning.

4.62 5.00 0.87 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 15.4 % 76.9 %

6. The workload was appropriate for what I gained from
this class.

4.69 5.00 0.85 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 7.7 % 84.6 %

Mean Median SD N
Very
Easy

Easy Average
More

Rigorous
Most

Rigorous

1. Rate the grading standards of this course compared
with others you have taken at UNC.

2.92 3.00 0.49 13 0.0 % 15.4 % 76.9 % 7.7 % 0.0 %

2. Rate the workload required in this course compared
with others you have taken at UNC.

2.85 3.00 0.55 13 0.0 % 23.1 % 69.2 % 7.7 % 0.0 %

Reported Engagement

N 0 1-3 4-6 7-9 10-12 12+

1. Please estimate the average number of hours per week that you spent
outside of class on work related to this course.

13 0.0 % 0.0 % 46.2 % 15.4 % 30.8 % 7.7 %

2. About how many times this semester have you met with the instructor
outside of class?

13 15.4 % 69.2 % 0.0 % 15.4 % 0.0 % 0.0 %

Expected Grade

N A- or A
B or
B+

C+ or
B-

C- or
C

F or
D

Pass Fail H P L

1. What grade do you think you will get in this
course?

13 76.9 % 23.1 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 %

Diversity and Inclusion

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly
Agree

1. The diversity of my classmates enriched my learning
in this course.

4.46 5.00 0.66 13 0.0 % 0.0 % 7.7 % 38.5 % 53.8 %

2. I increased my ability to work on a team with students
from different backgrounds and perspectives.

4.23 4.00 0.83 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 53.8 % 38.5 %

3. This course exposed me to points of view different
from my own.

4.38 5.00 0.87 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 38.5 % 53.8 %

4. I became more aware of multiple perspectives on
issues of diversity.

4.54 5.00 0.66 13 0.0 % 0.0 % 7.7 % 30.8 % 61.5 %

5. The instructor, Alanna Gillis, valued the diversity of life
experiences among students.

4.77 5.00 0.44 13 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 23.1 % 76.9 %

6. The instructor, Alanna Gillis, saw cultural and personal
differences as assets.

4.62 5.00 0.87 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 0.0 % 15.4 % 76.9 %

7. In-class activities were organized to value the diversity
of life experiences among students.

4.38 5.00 0.96 13 0.0 % 7.7 % 7.7 % 23.1 % 61.5 %
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Open-Ended Responses

Comments on Overall Assessment of This Course.

Comments

This class and the instructor was great! I enjoyed this class so much that I am even thinking about majoring in Sociology. Thank you
Alanna for all the help and love you spread!

This course was phenomenal and should definitely be taken by more people.

I loved all of the activities done in the course to demonstrate and solidify the concepts that we learned, especially the activity with
Monopoly and inequity!

In comparison to the other sociology course that I have taken/am taking, this course seems to be the happy medium. The readings
are easy enough to understand the concepts that the professor wants us to understand, however the discussions are complex
enough to challenge me as a student.

This is a great course to take to expand your knowledge of our society and give thought to things often taken for granted

The summer semester had a clear effect on the amount of hours that were necessary to put into the class, in order to not be left
behind on the class material and assignments.

This was an excellent course! I learned to question everything that I'd previously accepted as the absolute truth! This course was very
enlightening and it allowed my to facilitate conversations with my fellow classmates and friends about how and why our social world
functions the way that it does.

I thought it was a very interesting and applicable class.

Comments on Overall Assessment of This Instructor.

Comments

I love her and I hope that she continues to strive in her goal so that she can get her PhD!

She is a wonderful professor using clear and tangible examples to demonstrate how the concepts we are learning about really
impact our daily lives. She also genuinely cares about her students and making sure that they understand the concepts.

Alanna Gillis not only has a very strong and clear grasp on the subject matter, but also has a very strong ability to teach and make
sure that students are in a comfortable learning environment. It is very clear that she cares deeply about her students as individuals
and wants them to succeed not just in class but outside of Carolina.

Not only is Alanna an effective professor, she also seeks to ensure that the students gain the most that they possibly can from the
lectures and assignments. Furthermore, I really appreciate the fact that, on the first day of classes, she told us that she would
acknowledge us as people first, then students. Opening the class in this manner creates and environment where there is an open
line of communication between students and the professor. Overall, I would take any of Alanna's sociology courses in the future.

excellent

Great overall. Really helps foster the type of environment where individuals feel free to speak about their ideas and experiences. Very
comfortable environment but not unreasonably so. Has found a good balance of lecture and discussion and gives plenty of
assignments and examples to supplement learning. Also is very knowledgeable and can answer much of the questions asked in
class and can relate unrelated topics to those being discussed that day.

Alanna was an excellent instructor. She was extremely understanding and made efforts to make sure that we understand the
concepts in the class.

Professor Gillils provided many constructive feed–backs during class discussions, office hours as well as on my writing
assignments. She encourage us to think about social phenomenons in a sociologically mindfulness way. We have lots of interesting
in–class discussions.

Comments on: The Instructor Provided Regular Assessment of My Work Throughout the Semester. (Comments)

Comment

- She always communicated with us and was never afraid to acess our work.

- She provided very specific and helpful feedback on how I could improve my work in the class.

Comments on: The Instructor Held Class Meetings Consistent With the Course Syllabus and the Official Schedule Published For
This Course. (Comments)

Comment

- Alanna was more than open to meet outside of her office hours as well, to work with her students' schedules.
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How Did the Diversity of Your Classmates Contribute to Your Learning in This Course?

Comments

The diversity of my classmates helped me understand different view points in the discussions. Since everyone was of a different
socioeconomic or racial background, this led to great conversations that tied into our subject matter.

This class places a lot of value on different perspectives and so actually having people with those different perspectives is very
helpful because you can talk to them about different issues and see how they from their opinion and what they think is most
important.

Because it is a class based on the idea of evaluating things in a sociologically mindful manner, having contact with students from
diverse backgrounds helped me take into account and context why people might choose the actions that they do.

Because this class sought to addresses issues such as racism, wealth inequality and racial inequality, it was increasingly important
that students gained a range of perspectives because we are often only presented with one perspective. In having the diversity of my
classmates to bring different ideas about the subject matter to the forefront, I feel the every student in the class actively benefited
from the diversity and complexity of the discussion.

We differed in our perspectives and brought those perspectives to discussion in a open environment

My classmates were able to enrich my previously held opinions about the social world in ways that I hadn't though about before. It
was exciting to engage in conversations about things that I typically couldn't talk about in other class.

Brought new perspectives into discussion that I would not have been able to identify on my own.

We have classmates from different social background who willing to share their ideas about the subject matter during discussions
in class.

Hearing better perspectives helped me grasp the material.

How Might the Class Climate Be Made More Inclusive of Diverse Students?

Comments

The class climate was as inclusive as it could get. She was always willing to help us out and taught us to treat everyone with respect
and character.

I don't think that the climate could have been made more inclusive, unless other students of different backgrounds were brought in.

Oftentimes, when discussing issues of diversity, the class immediately sought to address topics from a black vs. white dichotomy.
However, students rarity did not include students who may identify as Latinx or any other race/ethnicity. I feel that discussions that
delve deeper into including these groups of people could prove themselves to be even more beneficial to the diversity that is already
fostered in the classroom.

It could play "devil's advocate" more to represent points of view of students not in the class when the class is in agreement on an
idea or way of thinking

Can't think of anything at the moment because I felt that the class climate was very inclusive.

I think it is already inclusive.
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Student Evaluation of Teaching, Fall 2018
Alanna Gillis, SOCI 426-001 SOCI OF EDUC

Raters Students

Responded 42

Invited 44

Response Ratio 95.5%

Overall

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly
Agree

1. Overall, this course was excellent. 4.74 5.00 0.59 42 0.0 % 2.4 % 0.0 % 19.0 % 78.6 %

2. Overall, I learned a great deal from this course. 4.78 5.00 0.57 41 0.0 % 2.4 % 0.0 % 14.6 % 82.9 %

3. Overall, this instructor was an effective teacher. 4.79 5.00 0.56 42 0.0 % 2.4 % 0.0 % 14.3 % 83.3 %

4. The instructor was one of the best I have had at
Carolina, fully deserving of a teaching award.

4.52 5.00 0.77 42 0.0 % 4.8 % 2.4 % 28.6 % 64.3 %

Instructor

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly
Agree

1. The instructor clearly communicated what was
expected of me in this class.

4.86 5.00 0.42 42 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.4 % 9.5 % 88.1 %

2. I was able to get individual help when I needed it. 4.83 5.00 0.38 42 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 16.7 % 83.3 %

3. The instructor evaluated my work fairly. 4.67 5.00 0.53 42 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.4 % 28.6 % 69.0 %

4. The instructor showed concern about whether
students learned the material.

4.79 5.00 0.47 42 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.4 % 16.7 % 81.0 %

5. The instructor expressed ideas clearly. 4.76 5.00 0.62 42 0.0 % 2.4 % 2.4 % 11.9 % 83.3 %

6. The instructor showed enthusiasm for the subject
matter.

4.95 5.00 0.22 41 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 4.9 % 95.1 %

7. The instructor showed enthusiasm for teaching the
class.

4.95 5.00 0.22 40 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 5.0 % 95.0 %

8. The instructor treated all students with respect. 4.95 5.00 0.22 42 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 4.8 % 95.2 %

9. The instructional techniques engaged me with the
subject matter.

4.79 5.00 0.56 42 0.0 % 2.4 % 0.0 % 14.3 % 83.3 %

10. The instructor provided me with helpful feedback on
my performance.

4.79 5.00 0.47 42 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.4 % 16.7 % 81.0 %

11. The instructor handled questions well. 4.86 5.00 0.35 42 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 14.3 % 85.7 %

12. The instructor used examples that had relevance for
me.

4.83 5.00 0.44 42 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.4 % 11.9 % 85.7 %

13. The instructor used class time well. 4.83 5.00 0.44 41 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.4 % 12.2 % 85.4 %

14. The instructor encouraged students to participate in
this class.

4.86 5.00 0.35 42 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 14.3 % 85.7 %

N Yes

1. The instructor provided regular assessment of my work throughout the semester. 41 97.6 %

2. The instructor held class meetings consistent with the course syllabus and the official schedule published for this
course.

41 100.0 %

3. Is this a required course for you? 42 42.9 %
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Course

Mean Median SD N
Strongly

Disagree
Disagree Neutral Agree

Strongly
Agree

1. The course challenged me to think deeply about the
subject matter.

4.83 5.00 0.54 42 0.0 % 2.4 % 0.0 % 9.5 % 88.1 %

2. The course material (e.g., coursepack, website, texts)
helped me better understand the subject matter.

4.88 5.00 0.40 42 0.0 % 0.0 % 2.4 % 7.1 % 90.5 %

3. The course assignments helped me better
understand the subject matter.

4.76 5.00 0.58 42 0.0 % 2.4 % 0.0 % 16.7 % 81.0 %

4. This course was very exciting to me intellectually. 4.74 5.00 0.63 42 0.0 % 2.4 % 2.4 % 14.3 % 81.0 %

5. This course was designed to keep me engaged in
learning.

4.78 5.00 0.57 41 0.0 % 2.4 % 0.0 % 14.6 % 82.9 %

6. The workload was appropriate for what I gained from
this class.

4.67 5.00 0.57 42 0.0 % 0.0 % 4.8 % 23.8 % 71.4 %

Mean Median SD N
Very
Easy

Easy Average
More

Rigorous
Most

Rigorous

1. Rate the grading standards of this course compared with
others you have taken at UNC.

3.40 3.00 0.66 42 0.0 % 7.1 % 47.6 % 42.9 % 2.4 %

2. Rate the workload required in this course compared with
others you have taken at UNC.

3.52 4.00 0.55 42 0.0 % 2.4 % 42.9 % 54.8 % 0.0 %

Reported Engagement

N 0 1-3 4-6 7-9
10-
12

12+

1. Please estimate the average number of hours per week that you spent
outside of class on work related to this course.

42 0.0 % 9.5 % 50.0 % 35.7 % 4.8 % 0.0 %

2. About how many times this semester have you met with the instructor
outside of class?

42 19.0 % 69.0 % 11.9 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 %

Expected Grade

N A- or A
B or
B+

C+ or
B-

C- or
C

F or
D

Pass Fail H P L

1. What grade do you think you will get in this
course?

42 71.4 % 28.6 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 %

Diversity and Inclusion

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly
Agree

1. The diversity of my classmates enriched my learning
in this course.

4.50 5.00 0.74 42 0.0 % 2.4 % 7.1 % 28.6 % 61.9 %

2. I increased my ability to work on a team with students
from different backgrounds and perspectives.

4.55 5.00 0.74 42 0.0 % 2.4 % 7.1 % 23.8 % 66.7 %

3. This course exposed me to points of view different
from my own.

4.63 5.00 0.58 41 0.0 % 0.0 % 4.9 % 26.8 % 68.3 %

4. I became more aware of multiple perspectives on
issues of diversity.

4.61 5.00 0.59 41 0.0 % 0.0 % 4.9 % 29.3 % 65.9 %

5. The instructor, Alanna Gillis, valued the diversity of life
experiences among students.

4.83 5.00 0.38 40 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 17.5 % 82.5 %

6. The instructor, Alanna Gillis, saw cultural and personal
differences as assets.

4.79 5.00 0.42 42 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 21.4 % 78.6 %

7. In-class activities were organized to value the diversity
of life experiences among students.

4.75 5.00 0.44 40 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 25.0 % 75.0 %

Open-Ended Responses
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Comments on Overall Assessment of This Course.

Comments

This was the best class I have had at Carolina. The material was interesting and relevant, and the discussion– and activity–based
learning was extremely effective. I feel I am better equipped to be a service professional and that I am a better student and individual
because of this course.

This course required me to critically analyze the topic of sociology of education. I had to step out of my own knowledge of education
and higher education and see how the system has systematically oppressed many diverse groups of people from obtaining a high
quality education.

This has been one of my favorite classes at UNC. It is extremely relatable because everyone has had different experiences in the
education system. I learned a lot about different educational issues, even some things that I did not even know existed and I am
interested in learning more about.

This was an excellent course – I learned a lot, both from the material and my peers. This was one of the most engaging classes I've
had at UNC!

Great course

Daily quizzes forced students to do their readings allowing them to have a perspective and information to discuss in class. Good
overall approach to learning.

Overall the daily assignments paired with larger projects were very helpful to my learning and understanding of the material.

I really enjoyed this class and felt like I learned relevant material that I was excited to talk about outside of class with my family/friends
rather than just memorizing concepts that I would forget upon completion of the semester.

amazing course, learned a lot!

The instructor was excellent at setting goals for the class and teaching the class in such a way to help us as students meet those
goals.

This was one of my favorite courses at UNC. It was extremely well structured, with consistent and regular deadlines and lots of
helpful feedback from the instructor. Alanna really made sure that every student had a strong grasp of the material.

I truly loved this course. Alanna is an incredible instructor and I truly learned a great deal from this course.

The course material was extremely relevant in understanding how I can best succeed as a student, and I feel it should be a required
course for students at the university.

I think that the structure of the course is excellent. The assignments all helped to further my understanding of what I was learning.
Our discussions were where most of our learning came from and were very helpful in understanding the course material. One
qualm I have is that with the quizzes we were to do before class on the readings, I would sometimes get the answer choices
confused due to wording despite having done the reading leading to me scoring worse despite understanding the material.

This course challenged me to learn and apply concepts related to the educational system in multifaceted ways across regions and
time. Readings perfectly complimented in class discussions, and were treated with the respect and analytical rigor they deserved.

Grades fairly and the topics are very interesting to engage in.

I loved the course. This was the first class that forced me to back up my arguments and ideas through discussion. 
One aspect of learning is lecture, but information becomes more nuanced when it must be discussed and applied.
Alanna fostered an environment that allowed for budding personal autonomy without forcing such. She provided a non–judgmental
space to grow and learn through fostering my own individual voice as well as learning from others!
The course material was fascinating and relevant; modern research, videos, and articles were provided. Many classes utilize
material from decades prior – that was mitigated heavily within the context of this course.
I really enjoyed this course, the way Alanna set it up, and how she lead the class in general. I learned a great deal.

I think that this was a very intellectually stimulating course. I really enjoyed learning about the course material, having in–depth, open
discussions, and engaging in something that was relevant to my life. The only negative thing that I have to say is that I think that the
grading on a couple of assignments was a little strict. Overall, Alanna was a wonderful professor, and she was really engaging and
flexible, which I really appreciated.

This was a very interesting course! I learned a lot from the instructor and from the material.

I enjoyed this course a lot. The professor really cared for her students and thought of us as people before students. She also
incorporated some of the concepts that we were learning for us to evaluate some of the class policies that she had implemented.
For instance, for our participation evaluation, she gave agency to the students to evaluate their own participation and to set their own
goals to account for all learning styles.

This was an amazing course! Miss Ginnis is one of the best professors I have had in my academic career. She used interesting
information, did engaging activities, and we always had great class discussions. I truly feel like I learned so much.

This has been one of my favorite classes at UNC. Not only was I able to learn about the education system as a whole – from pre–k to
beyond higher education, but it have a very holistic view of several topics within each age range. Overall, I am more passionate about
my Education minor after taking this class, and I feel that I can effectively defend my viewpoints on a wide range of educational
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Comments

issues.

Alanna's teaching style made her incredibly approachable. She was very considerate of students' situations and stress levels, and
designed activities and quizzes in a way that helped lift everyone's workload every now and then. The activities were engaging, the
readings were very informative and topical, and I thoroughly enjoyed this course. Would definitely recommend to others!

Encourages needed discussion with class content and allows a lot of freedom in what I'm interested in.

I really enjoyed the class. I found it interesting and enjoyed working in a group and made genuine friends within my group. The
course content was interesting and not being from the US I learnt a lot about the education system here. I always looked forward to
coming to this class

Probably one of the most interesting classes I've ever taken at UNC.

This course was designed uniquely. I really enjoyed having groups where we are able to get close with several classmates and hear
from them on a daily basis about class material. Additionally, I really liked that participation was based on student assessments. It is
great to let a student pick what they need to work on and then be graded for that instead of what they instructor assumes for
everyone. The quizzes every class day were a little excessive, I think it should be cut down to maybe one on Monday and Friday.
Having quizzes so often can affect students if they are unable to read through all of the pages of the text. The paper is broken down
into a lot of parts, which is helpful, but I think it needs to be pushed that having a rough draft means having more than a page or two.

This was a great course. Professor Gillis was approachable and nice. One of the things that really stood out to be about her
character is that she prioritized students well–being and mental health being okay instead of only worrying about how we were doing
academically in the course. I really felt as if she cared about us as students and it made me excited to go to her class.

The course was good. I learned a lot. I like the topics that we learned about.

Comments on Overall Assessment of This Instructor.

Comments

Alanna was the best instructor I have had at Carolina. She impressed me everyday with her creative ways of teaching. She made
sure this class was effective, fair, and engaging. This class was a long walk for me every morning, but Alanna made me want to get
out of bed every morning to go to class. Her activities were fun and informative. I loved the way she graded participation: based on the
completion of our own goals. Overall, Alanna created a welcoming and comfortable classroom environment in which I thrived as a
student and individual.

Professor Gillis is an outstanding professor. She comes to class every morning engaged in the topic. She tries really hard to break
the system of traditonal education that we are used to and allow us to be comfortable and set our own limitations in the classroom.

Alanna was a great instructor. She encouraged us to engage in class discussion in a way that made our thoughts and opinions
always feel relevant and valued. She was so understanding that we are students that are extremely busy and often stretched thin and
offered opportunities like extensions on assignments and no formal class examinations, knowing that not all students can
accurately reflect how much they've learned in a class by exams. I think that other UNC classes could learn a lot from Alanna's
teaching style and course set–up.

Alanna was one of the best instructors I've had at UNC, and definitely the most intentional instructor I've ever had. She organized
each class and each assignment very thoughtfully, and always in a way to optimize our engagement and interest. She had a lot of
engaging classroom activities that allowed us to truly connect with the material we were reading. She also found that difficult balance
of enforcing classroom guidelines so that we would work hard and do our work effectively, but also was accommodating and very
flexible if we needed an extension or extra help. I really can't say enough good things about her! She seems very natural and
comfortable in the role of a professor, and made this one of my favorite classes I've ever had.

10/10

You were great this class was really well structured and you were very helpful with us

She loves the topic she teaches and is very energetic with her approach toward teaching. Kept class engaged everyday.

She was a harsh grader without giving clear directions. Also, she allowed for very little innovative creativity with the group projects.
They were pretty much all the same because she didn't allow us to deviate from the template at all.

I truly enjoyed taking this class with this instructor. She did an excellent job of making sure we all felt comfortable and were best set
up for success. During my time in her class I spoke up more in large class discussions than I have in the past and felt most
comfortable seeking advice and help from her. By far Alanna Gillis was my favorite instructor this semester.

Alanna showed a great deal of passion for both the subject matter and her students. She is one of the most compassionate and
understanding professors I've had thus far at UNC. She is willing to go above and beyond accommodate her students and
understands that we have other classes and lives outside of her class. Because she was interested and excited about the subject, it
made me excited in the material and kept me engaged.

Skilled educator, understanding, flexible, great at guiding class discussions, creates engaging activities/assignments

She was appropriately approachable. She showed, through her flexibility in meeting times, that she wanted students to seek help.

It is so obvious that she cares deeply about all of the student's learning. I loved how she gave very structured guidelines and
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Comments

feedback for our group presentations on class material. It made me feel confident that she was not offloading the task of teaching to
students, but rather enriching our learning through the presentations. She was always very prepared for class and conducted great
discussions in a very inclusive way.

One of the kindest, most accommodating, helpful, passionate, and intelligent instructors I have ever had at UNC.

This is a very small thing but a suggestion to improve on Alanna's presentation skills would be to watch her use of filler words! I
know that they often come naturally, but I have noticed a lot of "um"s and "uh"s while she is speaking to the class. 

Alanna has been one of the most accommodating instructors I have had during my time at UNC. She is very empathetic and willing
to understand the various struggles her students may be having. She works with her students and clearly wants us to succeed not
only in her own course but in our time at UNC as a whole. I have really appreciated her support and encouragement all semester.

Alanna works hard to teach this course in a format that is accessible to all students. Every class has a hands–on component that is
relevant to the understanding of the material. Her syllabus is carefully constructed and she communicates her expectations very
clearly to students. Even in the disorganization of cancelled classes this semester, she was the only instructor of mine whose
organization and clear communication did not falter. Her personalized participation forms made me feel valued as a student, and her
feedback for assignments was always detailed. She provided strong and structued resources for the final paper that made me feel
equipped to complete quality work.

I think that Alanna Gillis has been a wonderful professor. She has a deep understanding of the course material and is deeply
interested in it. She is also very understanding of what students have going on in their lives and this is reflected with her
assignments. This kind of understand helps students to feel more confident about the course and therefore do better on what they
are doing.

Alanna was one of the best instructors I have had at UNC. She was extremely passionate and knowledgeable of the subject, and
challenged us to think critically of all aspects of the education system, even our own opinions and solutions. She made herself
readily available to students to discuss any part of the material or assignments, and was a great resource to use at any point in the
semester. Her approach to teaching should be set as an example to the entire university, as she found the perfect balance of
academic rigor and instructional support to make her students successful.

Listens attentively and provides great feedback. She is very accessible and approachable. Can tell that she is passionate about the
topics for each class because she makes class engaging and makes different teaching activities that can benefit students different
learning styles. Also takes into consideration our feedback or concerns we have in the course.

Alanna was an invaluable resource within the context of her class and, in general, as a human being. 
She offered extensions on assignments if required.
She was extremely flexible in terms of meeting with students and offering ideas.
She provided extensive commentary on every rough draft of every assignment submitted.
She is an incredible human being and a phenomenal instructor. I would recommend her class and her as a professor to any
student.

Alanna was an open–minded, flexible professor who really engaged me in course material. I really enjoyed how willing she was to
work with us and accommodate to meet our needs.

Alanna is enthusiastic about the subject matter and seems to have a lot of knowledge about the sociology of education. I enjoy the
flipped class and the activities.

Professor Gillis is an effective professor. She not only accounts for different learning styles and pushes her students to evaluate their
own participation goals through the challenges that they want to push themselves in, but she also goes beyond other professors in
making herself available to her students. She has held additional office hours outside of the ones that she set aside on her syllabus
and has also created multiple resources on Sakai to help answer frequently answered questions about assignments for students.
Not only is she passionate about the course material but she also cares about her students as individuals and is willing to take the
time to look at future career options with students.

Miss. Gillis was amazing. She not only taught us great information but she did so in a way we learn many different perspectives.
Also, she was extremely caring about her students, which was notable even by my mother just by reading one of my email
interactions with miss Gillis.

She is phenomenal. She challenges a deep understanding of the course material, is supportive of our well–being both in and out of
class, and has helped cultivate enthusiasm and passion in me for the course material.

Fantastic professor who deeply cares about her students and is very passionate about the sociology of education. She was very
helpful through email communication when it came to assignments, and she was happy to brainstorm ideas.

Was understanding and upfront with expectations. Also appreciated guidance with the final paper.

Alanna made classes really interesting. I felt she was invested and engaged with us and the content at all times and really worked to
keep it interesting and to create different activities to keep us engaged

Made class a very engaging and inclusive environment. Worked with students to keep them on track. Hands down the best professor
I've ever had. She challenged me to think critically about situations and helped explain topics more clearly when there was confusion.
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Comments

Professor Gillis was an amazing professor. She is a very effective teacher and goes above and beyond to help her students achieve.
She is willing to meet with them often and go over assignments with them so that they will do the best possible in her class. She
also talked a lot about the experiences of low–SES students which is rarely discussed at UNC. This was very affirming to me
because I've never had my experiences talked about in the classroom before like I did in her class. This is one of the courses where
I have learned the most at UNC. I actually enjoyed the readings, as they were both challenging and interesting. I fully recommend
both the course and Professor Gillis.

Professor Gillis is undeniably the most understanding professor I have had at UNC so far. She is very considerate, which is why she
trusts her students to judge their participation needs, as well as their need for extensions. I have never heard her question anyone
for needing an extension or missing class. Additionally, she knows the content very well and engages the class on it each class
period. She seems to be very enthusiastic about the content, she always smiles and is very confident when discussing the content.
Not only does she do that, but she is ALWAYS willing to meet outside of class to go over questions, readings, assignments, etc. She
is by far one of the best professors I have had both in terms of knowing the subject matter and displaying it enthusiastically and then
being an understanding and helpful professor that is devoted to student success.

She was a good teacher. She understood the times where us (as students) were very stressed because of exams and papers and
she would work with us. For example, she would include freebies on her test every once in a while.

Comments on: The Instructor Provided Regular Assessment of My Work Throughout the Semester. (Comments)

Comment

- Alanna provided feedback in a very timely manner.

- we had constant feedback in different ways.

- She gave extensive feedback on almost every assignment

- She does three participation evaluations throughout the semester.

- She provided scrupulous commentary on every single assignment submitted by every single student. She was available at all
times

- Lots of opportunities for assessments

- We did reading quizzes before every class period. We also were assigned a day to lead the class. Also, we have a big term paper
that we worked on throughout the semester.

- Sometimes I found having 3 quizzes a week a lot in terms of workload

Comments on: The Instructor Held Class Meetings Consistent With the Course Syllabus and the Official Schedule Published For
This Course. (Comments)

Comment

- As well as she could with all tha suprise cancellations.

- The syllabus was altered due to various interruptions throughout the semester, but Alanna did a great job adjusting the schedule
and accommodating her students.

- Yes, she was also accessible to meet outside of her office hours to accommodate with our schedules.

- always avaiable during Office hours and held class consistently

- Yes, we had classes off the syllabus. Miss Gillis always posted when classes were changed on the syllabus.

- Alanna managed to merge classes to compensate for missed classes due to the hurricane etc.

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, College of Arts & Sciences

Fall 2018 SOCI 426-001 - Alanna Gillis - Report Issue Date 2018-12-21 6/8



How Did the Diversity of Your Classmates Contribute to Your Learning in This Course?

Comments

This class addressed many issues of diversity relating to the sociology of education and was heavily discussion–based. That being
said, the variety of backgrounds and experiences present in the classroom greatly enhanced my class experience.

We discuss our personal experiences a lot so its helpful that we did not all share a common experience in our early education
careers.

The class was pretty diverse, definitely better than most of my classes, but I didn't always get a chance to talk to others.

Assigned groups were diverse. My groupmates all had different upbringings, therefore we were all learning new things based off
each other through the small group discussions Alanna assigned.

This class was all about the education system and if it hurts or helps reproduction of social class. Every student in this class went to
some type of school prior to getting to UNC and our experiences there were all different. These different backgrounds enriched our
class discussions.

Contributed significantly

Different perspectives brought different ideas in discussions.

it helped us to explain the inequalities present in the educational system

We all had different experiences with education coming into the class, and I think that added to richer discussions in class. Also, this
class was very good at facilitating an environment where students could feel comfortable speaking in class discussions.

Because this is a discussion–based lass, the diversity in the class allowed for the students to hear from multiple points of view.

The majority of the course focused on inequality in education in the US. We were encouraged to share our own experiences with
education to examine how they fit in or contradicted with the ideas we were learning in class. I heard from people of all different
backgrounds and identities about how their individual experiences shaped their education.

Despite the class being seminar style and smaller than many lectures, it is larger than many others of the same style I have taken.
There are also a great deal of students from different walks of life in there which allows for them to provide key insight onto the
inequalities found in the field of education.

Different classmates were able to discuss personal experiences involving diversity.

Each of us coming from different educational backgrounds helped to contribute to discussions on issues in education in varied ways
and gain perspective on the different types of primary education students go through.

I was able to gain new insights through my classmates personal experiences and connections from other classes.

Discussion groups, both small and large, were highly emphasized within our classroom. This contributed to a wealth of different
perspectives being proffered from a diverse bunch of people.

I learned about different backgrounds and how your culture, ethnicity, race, gender, sexual identity, etc. can impact other domains of
your life.

Professor Gillis centered the class structure around small group discussions as well as large group discussions. In this course, we
were challenged to think more deeply about why educational disparities exist in school systems not only in primary and secondary
school but also beyond high school. Our professor encouraged the students to tie their experiences from their schooling into the
discussion and saw that personal and cultural assets were valuable to the conversation. Discussions about our own experiences
enhanced our knowledge of the mechanisms by which some of these inequalities play out in the system.

Miss. Ginnis did an amazing job using each student’s different perspective to contribute to our learning in the class.

For the entire duration of the semester, I was in a group that consisted of an international student and two African American students.
As a Caucasian student, hearing their experiences with the education system was fascinating – I feel as though I am more
knowledgable and well–rounded now.

It definitely contributed to the discussion of different experiences in education, and how that has influenced their experiences.

It was interesting to hear different perspectives on education from students from different countries as well as different social
backgrounds

Everyone was able to share their experiences as it related to course material and it provided a deeper understanding of the material.

They were able to bring forth interesting perspectives

The class was diverse, but it could have been more diverse. But, the betterment of diversity isn't up to Professor Gillis or other UNC
professors to fix; it is up to UNC itself. In order to classrooms to reflect diversity, the students admitted/recruited must be diverse.
Also, the retention of those students must be prioritized rather than simply being content with them adding some diversity to a
classroom.

It made you realize that all of us had different background stories on the way we grew up and also the schools that we attended as
well before coming to UNC.
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How Might the Class Climate Be Made More Inclusive of Diverse Students?

Comments

N/a. Alanna did a fantastic job of creating an inclusive environment. Truly the most inclusive and comfortable classroom environment
I have ever experienced at Carolina.

I thinks its pretty inclusive

Nothing should be changed about the class climate

It was as inclusive as it could be at UNC, there were more white students overall with about 10–12 total students of color. Alanna did
a great job of making sure all viewpoints were appreciated without singling out PoC students or putting pressure on us to respond.

N/a

N/A

Have questions geared toward minority students

I think the class had an excellent environment.

honestly, Professor Gillis does an amazing job of creating a safe environment

I think that the education department tends to be mostly white women, but otherwise I think the class was as inclusive as possible.

Alanna works hard to make her class inclusive of diverse students by being easily accessible to individual contact, structuring her
syllabus in an organized manner, allowing flexibility on deadlines, and structuring options into her assignments.

The class climate involves us working in small groups of about 4–5 students to review course material.

N/A

Everyone's opinion was both valued and deemed necessary by the professor, even if she did not always agree completely with the
opinion stated.

I do not think it could. Each small group within the classroom was diverse. People from different ethnic backgrounds representing
various religious contexts were present in the classroom. The most preeminent thing we as a class had in common was being a
student at UNC and taking SOCI–426. Other than that, we were a very diverse group and Alanna ensured each individual's voice was
heard and echoed.

I don't really know; it was pretty inclusive. I think the open discussions were good and gave opportunity for everyone to speak.

I would not change anything. Professor Gillis not only allowed students to participate in small and large group discussions but she
also had us complete the task of leading a discussion group for one class period. She values the opinions and knowledge that
students have and encourages them to utilize that knowledge in leading discussions. Not only were we placed in the role of sharing
our experiences but she challenged us with utilizing other students' experiences to critically analyze the material that we were
learning in class.

No need for improvement– miss Ginnis does an amazing job!!

The class climate was very inclusive. Alanna did a phenomenal job at mixing groups and posing questions during discussions that
investigated cultural diversity.

Including readings on the struggles of other racial/ethnic groups, like Latinx and Native students.

I think sometimes the course work grouped people of race and social economic class together by default (Black with lower and
White with higher. This seemed like a generalisation to me at times but may just be the reality of the system here, I am not sure

N/A

It did a good job of being inclusive of diverse students

The class can be made more diverse in numerous way: race, gender, ability, economic status, religion, nationality, etc. The only
diverse thing about this class was majors. This class, like the others I have taken at UNC, typically reflect the population at UNC as a
whole. So how can a class/classes be made more diverse when the University as a whole isn't even diverse?

Most of the readings focus on just looking at Whites and Blacks so maybe find other readings where the study focus on other races
such as Asians and Hispanics.
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Student Evaluation of Teaching, Fall 2018
Instructor Added Questions
Alanna Gillis, SOCI 426-001 SOCI OF EDUC

What would you want to share with a hiring committee about Instructor Gillis's teaching if she were being interviewed for a
faculty position in the future?

Comments

Absolutely hire her. She has been one of the most valuable teachers that I have ever had. It is rare to find someone who cares so
deeply about student success and is also capable of conducting a class that is so conducive to learning. Alanna Gillis is a very
special and unique teacher that the university would be lucky to have as faculty.

Alanna, despite being a graduate student, is the best instructor I have had in my 2+ years at Carolina. She is a perfect balance of fair,
challenging, and engaging. Her balance of class activities, discussion, and student–led classes was effective and incorporated all
learning styles. I wish I could take another class with her!

If you want a professor who will strive to the highest form of commitment to the best education of her students, I would undoubtedly
hire Alana Gillis. This is not something I say lightly, as I have had other great instructors at UNC, and truly felt as though my time in
her class was just as valuable to me as it was for her. She is adaptive, smart, caring, and demanding of her students, all at the same
time. I have never before had the experience of being challenged by a course while enjoying it so thoroughly.

She is a very passionate instructor. She loves what she does and she is very understanding of her students. You should hire her
because people would love to take her courses. You want Alanna Gillis on your staff.

Her passion for teaching and the material is obvious and helpful in the classroom. I can see instructor Gillis as someone who
teaches for a long time and has an impact on the lives of many students. I greatly appreciated her care for students.

Miss Gillis is an amazing professor. I recommend taking her course to many of my friends. She not only teaches the material well,
but does so in an encouraging and inclusive environment. She is also very caring about her students which was made obvious to
everyone in her class. I could not think of anyone more deserving than miss Gillis for a full time facility position in the future.

Alanna works really hard to keep students interested in the course and comes up with interesting and inventive activities to help us
apply our knowledge and think about the content in terms of our own lives and the 'real–world'. She is understanding that as
students and people we have lots of things going on in our lives and so is willing to work with us and help out when we need (for
example allowing extensions. I think this creates a good atmosphere where students want to perform well and give their all in class
because they feel that Alanna is doing the same.

She should be hired for a future position. She embodies the sociology of education class in her way of teaching. We design our own
participation goals and can ask for extensions. Not many professors embody what they are teaching that needs to be changed, but
she does.

She is incredibly caring, hard–working, and considerate. 
She fostered an environment of diversity that proffered autonomy without forcing students to be uncomfortable in their own skin.
She offers extensive, incredibly helpful, and considerate commentary that forces students to actually learn rather than be lectured at.
She is a lovely human being and any institution should be indelibly excited to have her be on the faculty board.

She is an excellent professor who designed a class that was both engaging and exciting. Of all of my sociology classes this one
managed to challenge me the most but because of the course design I felt prepared for each portion of it.

I think she was a great professor and should definitely be hired. She was very engaging, informative, and flexible. I learned a lot from
her, and she was very wiling to put in the time and effort to get to know us and develop our work.

She is an extremely effective teacher and would be an asset to faculty.

Definitely consider her, she is understanding with her students and has amazing material that speaks to inequalities in the
education system.

She is well–deserving and qualified for a full–time faculty position.

She is very engaging and encourages participation from her class. She knows the material throughly and presets in a real–life
scenario.

She cares a lot about decreasing inequalities in her classroom in small but effective ways. Mostly in the way she structured her class
and overall policies. She also gives tons of feedback and makes a huge effort to be available for her students. She is super receptive
to feedback and one of the most understanding instructors I've had at UNC. The class challenged me and I had to put a lot of hours
in but now I'm always talking to my friends about everything we talk about it class.

That she makes sure her students are doing well personally as well as academically, which cannot be said about many other
professors. She cares about students mental health and that is very important. She also challenges us to think critically about the
topics in class

Professor Gillis was a fantastic teacher. She genuinely cared about the well–being of her students and wanted everyone to succeed.
She used effective materials to teach the course and make the class interesting. She was fair and provided good feedback.
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Comments

This is a teacher that I consider myself lucky to have taken a course with her. She is very knowledgeable about the material she is
teaching and I have a lot of respect for her. I have had a challenging semester with my mental health and schoolwork, but despite the
workload placed on me with this class, it was never an added stressor. I knew throughout the semester that I could trust this teacher
to teach me well and effectively and that I could ask for help whenever necessary. I cannot say enough how happy I am to have taken
a class with Ms Gillis. She works very hard to make sure her class is well suited to every student and she was the only teacher this
semester that I can honestly say did not annoy me. I loved going to her class and working with her on my projects. I am confident that
I am leaving her class a stronger writer and with a deeper understanding of our education. I am leaving her class more comfortable
speaking in large class discussions and in facilitating lectures on my own. I am leaving her class a stronger student. Hiring her
would benefit the students that she teaches both in the classroom and outside of it. Having her as a coworker would benefit the
department as a whole, and having her as a teacher at your school is ultimately one of the best decisions you could make. I believe
very strongly in this.

Professor Gillis is an effective teacher. She not only is passionate about her research and the materials for the course but she
engages students in meaningful conversations that extend beyond our understanding of the articles that we read. She carefully
incorporates what we learn into the classroom policies that she has implemented to cater her classroom for all students from
different learning and cultural backgrounds. She treats her students as agents of themselves and creates learning opportunities that
leverages their own experiences to enhance engagement with the material. Our classroom activities, such as the one relating to our
reading of Paying for the Party, enhanced my understanding of the material as well as allowed me to see how the materials plays out
in real life.

Honestly, the faculty would be mistaken not to hire her. She's one of the very few professors I've had at UNC who truly cares about
how effective she is as an educator. As a student of the education school, it's clear to see she understands that teaching is a craft,
and takes this seriously. She is also super aware of her student's needs/comprehension, etc.

Alanna works hard to teach her courses in a format that is accessible to all students. Her syllabus is carefully constructed and she
communicates her expectations very clearly to students. Every lecture has a hands–on component that is relevant to the
understanding of the material. Even in the disorganization of cancelled classes this semester, she was the only instructor of mine
whose organization and clear communication did not falter. Her personalized participation forms made me feel valued as a student,
and her feedback for assignments was always detailed. She provided strong and structured resources for the final paper that made
me feel equipped to complete quality work, more so than any other instructor I have had.

Alanna is an instructor who genuinely cares about her students. She grades fairly and is readily available to help. Her teaching style
is consistent. Meaning that in most of her classes she puts students into groups for the entire semester. This is something that I
was hesitant with the first time I took a class with her but it truly helped make a connection with other students as well as preventing
the awkward lull of students trying to find who to talk to when small discussions are occurring. She also incorporates activities that
are relevant to the material. She implements a different way of learning through her activities. Overall, she is a creative, professional,
and knowledgable instructor whose class I would always be happy to take.

She was incredibly passionate about education, and she is very competent and knowledgable. The way she structured class was
great, with many different and unique activities. It is very clear that she wants students to succeed, and is very accommodating when
speaking with students.

You should hire Instructor Gillis's because she truly cares about her students and you could see it through the way she interacts with
us in the classroom and how she likes whenever we bring our own personal experiences and contribute it to class discussions. For
example, she has this extension policy and you can ask for an extension and she will give it to you without asking for reasons why
you need that extension. And I think that's really cool because I never heard of an instructor incorporating an extension policy into their
syllabus and she understands that some students will need extension policy due to reasons like too much assignments in other
classes for that week or sickness.

She is passionate about education through a sociological lens. She is an effective teacher that encourages and challenges her
students to think critically of the issues in education as well as relating those ideas together. She recognizes students learning
styles and includes that into her lesson plans by having different teaching styles. She also challenges us to lead a classroom
discussion that allows us to engage more in–depth with the reading and being able to present that to the class. She is
approachable for any questions, comments and concerns.

She clearly values the quality of her teaching and it shows in the various activities and class structures that she employs to ensure
all her students are learning! She is deeply invested in the learning of each student.

She is a great professor, more than deserving of any position. She really values the experience students have in her class and wants
all her students to succeed in the class and takes necessary measures to ensure that success.

She is a dedicated teacher that made sure that we were engaged and understood material/guidelines for assignments.

This University needs more professors and teaching faculty like Alanna Gillis; she is one of the best I have ever had.

Professor Gillis is one of the most genuine, compassionate, and intelligent instructors I have ever known. She goes above and
beyond for her students. She is understanding, which is so helpful for students. It allows students to try harder in the class and feel
more satisfied with the instructor engagement and trust that is shared between Instructor Gillis and her students. She knows the
content and dives deep into it each class, she is a great educator and person!

Alanna is a very passionate teacher and kept me engaged throughout the entirety of the semester. She constantly picked new topics
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and activities that kept me interested in the material. She went above and beyond to accommodate her students in any situation and
urged students to reach out to her if they needed anything at all. I am confident she would be a great candidate for a faculty position
due to her dedication and passion for teaching.

It is clear that Alanna cares about her students deeply. She cares that we are heard and supported by her, but she also cares that we
are challenged to think deeper about topics that she presented us in class. I think that UNC students in the future would benefit from
having Alanna as an instructor.

Although she is approachable, she holds students to high standards. For example, she holds students accountable for their own
participation, through having students build participation goals. Additionally, she challenges students in the final paper to be critical
and analytical in writing. The structure of the class (a guided discussion) shows a commitment to making the information
memorable, and in my opinion, she succeeds in this. This shows an intentionality in planning the course and skill in the execution of
the course. Finally, the way that Gillis speaks to students shows that she has internalized ideas of inclusion. While teaching the
sociology of education, she was quick to point out the ways that policies might effect certain populations.

I think Alanna is the most intentional and dedicated instructors I've ever had. Our readings were all really engaging and insightful –
this was a class I would read ahead for to procrastinate on other work because it was so interesting. She also led more class
activities than any other professor I've had, and it was remarkable how every one of the activities was enriching and sparked class
discussion. It was also clear in the way she structured class and assignments that she was very mindful of students' different life
circumstances and experiences, and thoughtfully catered to this. Alanna is one of the best instructors I've ever had at my time at UNC
– it is clear she is not only passionate about the subject, but also about creating a successful and exciting learning environment. I
foresee Alanna being a very successful professor – she is composed and comfortable at the front of the classroom and in facilitating
discussion, and she is fully deserving of a faculty position.

Instructor Gillis's flipped class room was effective in increasing understanding of material. It also provided for a different perspective
as the topics were being taught by other peers in the class.

She comes with my complete recommendation and deserves a faculty position. She is one of the most effective teachers that I have
had at UNC.

She makes almost all classes the exact same and it's hard to keep everyone engaged
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Student Evaluation of Teaching, Spring 2019
Alanna Gillis, SOCI 426-001 SOCI OF EDUC

Raters Students

Responded 40

Invited 41

Response Ratio 97.6%

Overall

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree

Strongly
Agree

1. Overall, this course was excellent. 4.73 5.00 0.45 40 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 27.5% 72.5%

2. Overall, I learned a great deal from this course. 4.66 5.00 0.48 38 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 34.2% 65.8%

3. Overall, this instructor was an effective teacher. 4.80 5.00 0.41 40 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 80.0%

4. The instructor was one of the best I have had at
Carolina, fully deserving of a teaching award.

4.45 5.00 0.78 40 0.0% 2.5% 10.0% 27.5% 60.0%

Instructor

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree

Strongly
Agree

1. The instructor clearly communicated what was
expected of me in this class.

4.88 5.00 0.33 40 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 12.5% 87.5%

2. I was able to get individual help when I needed it. 4.88 5.00 0.33 40 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 12.5% 87.5%

3. The instructor evaluated my work fairly. 4.65 5.00 0.62 40 0.0% 2.5% 0.0% 27.5% 70.0%

4. The instructor showed concern about whether
students learned the material.

4.68 5.00 0.62 40 0.0% 2.5% 0.0% 25.0% 72.5%

5. The instructor expressed ideas clearly. 4.80 5.00 0.41 40 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 80.0%

6. The instructor showed enthusiasm for the subject
matter.

4.83 5.00 0.38 40 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 17.5% 82.5%

7. The instructor showed enthusiasm for teaching the
class.

4.80 5.00 0.41 40 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 80.0%

8. The instructor treated all students with respect. 4.85 5.00 0.36 40 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 15.0% 85.0%

9. The instructional techniques engaged me with the
subject matter.

4.74 5.00 0.59 39 0.0% 2.6% 0.0% 17.9% 79.5%

10. The instructor provided me with helpful feedback on
my performance.

4.78 5.00 0.48 40 0.0% 0.0% 2.5% 17.5% 80.0%

11. The instructor handled questions well. 4.88 5.00 0.33 40 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 12.5% 87.5%

12. The instructor used examples that had relevance for
me.

4.83 5.00 0.38 40 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 17.5% 82.5%

13. The instructor used class time well. 4.78 5.00 0.42 40 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 22.5% 77.5%

14. The instructor encouraged students to participate in
this class.

4.90 5.00 0.31 39 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 10.3% 89.7%

N Yes

1. The instructor provided regular assessment of my work throughout the semester. 40 100.0%

2. The instructor held class meetings consistent with the course syllabus and the official schedule published for this
course.

40 100.0%

3. Is this a required course for you? 40 50.0%
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Course

Mean Median SD N
Strongly

Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly
Agree

1. The course challenged me to think deeply about the
subject matter.

4.85 5.00 0.36 40 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 15.0% 85.0%

2. The course material (e.g., coursepack, website, texts)
helped me better understand the subject matter.

4.79 5.00 0.41 39 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.5% 79.5%

3. The course assignments helped me better understand
the subject matter.

4.78 5.00 0.42 40 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 22.5% 77.5%

4. This course was very exciting to me intellectually. 4.65 5.00 0.53 40 0.0% 0.0% 2.5% 30.0% 67.5%

5. This course was designed to keep me engaged in
learning.

4.79 5.00 0.41 39 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.5% 79.5%

6. The workload was appropriate for what I gained from
this class.

4.49 5.00 0.79 39 0.0% 5.1% 2.6% 30.8% 61.5%

Mean Median SD N
Very
Easy Easy Average

More
Rigorous

Most
Rigorous

1. Rate the grading standards of this course compared with
others you have taken at UNC.

3.25 3.00 0.49 40 0.0% 2.5% 70.0% 27.5% 0.0%

2. Rate the workload required in this course compared with
others you have taken at UNC.

3.30 3.00 0.56 40 0.0% 2.5% 67.5% 27.5% 2.5%

Reported Engagement

N 0 1-3 4-6 7-9
10-
12 12+

1. Please estimate the average number of hours per week that you spent outside
of class on work related to this course.

40 0.0% 22.5% 47.5% 25.0% 5.0% 0.0%

2. About how many times this semester have you met with the instructor outside of
class?

40 20.0% 70.0% 10.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

Expected Grade

N A- or A
B or
B+

C+ or
B-

C- or
C

F or
D Pass Fail H P L

1. What grade do you think you will get in this
course?

40 57.5% 35.0% 2.5% 2.5% 2.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

Diversity and Inclusion

Mean Median SD N
Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree

Strongly
Agree

1. The diversity of my classmates enriched my learning in
this course.

4.73 5.00 0.51 40 0.0% 0.0% 2.5% 22.5% 75.0%

2. I increased my ability to work on a team with students
from different backgrounds and perspectives.

4.60 5.00 0.55 40 0.0% 0.0% 2.5% 35.0% 62.5%

3. This course exposed me to points of view different
from my own.

4.67 5.00 0.53 39 0.0% 0.0% 2.6% 28.2% 69.2%

4. I became more aware of multiple perspectives on
issues of diversity.

4.69 5.00 0.52 39 0.0% 0.0% 2.6% 25.6% 71.8%

5. The instructor, Alanna Gillis, valued the diversity of life
experiences among students.

4.83 5.00 0.38 40 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 17.5% 82.5%

6. The instructor, Alanna Gillis, saw cultural and personal
differences as assets.

4.83 5.00 0.38 40 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 17.5% 82.5%

7. In-class activities were organized to value the diversity
of life experiences among students.

4.68 5.00 0.53 40 0.0% 0.0% 2.5% 27.5% 70.0%
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Open-Ended Responses

Comments on Overall Assessment of This Course.

Comments

It was a very reading intensive course that deeply studied sociological effects of every level of education. I think I learned a lot but I
also feel like the curriculum could expand away from just studies of inequality. There is more to education sociology than just
inequality. I walked away from this class feeling that the education system is doomed and is out to get everyone who is not a white
male.

This has been one of my favorite courses. I came to appreciate the daily reading quizzes as they ensured I would do the reading, but
I think it would have been helpful to go over main points of the readings at the beginning of class, especially for longer and denser
readings, before we jumped into discussions. I also enjoyed being able to pick our own topics for our research paper.

I really enjoyed this course and I learned so much throughout the semester; Alanna was fair in grading and expectations and truly
cares about us.

Great!!!! This class was wonderful and so important to be learning about!!

This course was one of the most interesting courses I have taken at UNC. The subject matter was so fascinating and engaging, and
we did so many different types of activities in class that kept me interested and actively involved in class. I loved that syllabus covered
so many different topics that were all related to the course, and I felt like I really pushed myself to participate in this class. I also really
gained a lot from the way we tracked participation. By setting my own goals, I really changed some of my bad habits and I saw my
participation increase a lot this semester. Overall, I absolutely loved this course.

Too much reading

n/a

I really liked how the assignments and assessments in this class were set up. We were tested on the readings we were going to
have to do anyway. We never had "busy work" everything we learned or did had a purpose which was wonderful. Instead of fretting
about large test grades, we just had to focus on the day in and out allowing us to put our effort fully into critically thinking out our
readings.

very enriching course. I learned a lot about myself throughout the semester as well as material that is very relevant to everyday life.

well put together, easy to be successful IF you put in the work, inclusive of all ideas, great help from professor, understanding of the
class as people and not just as students.

Alanna is AMAZING. By far one of the best instructors I have had, she presented the material in a way that was accessible to
everyone and made her expectations of us very clear. This course should be required, it is very insightful and an incredibly important
topic in our current society.

This was a very well structured course. We were incentivized by daily quizzes to complete readings, and Alanna always had thought–
provoking questions for us to discuss.

This course was excellent, and I believe its excellence is all due to Alanna. I know that it could potentially be less wonderful if she
were not the instructor, and I really appreciate all the care and attention that she put into making the material interesting,
understandable, and interactive. Thank you!

I had to work hard in this course to keep a good grade, but it was not impossible. My one complaint is that we had a daily quiz on the
readings for each class, which on average took me between 1.5–2 hours to complete. I think that this was highly effective in getting
students to complete their readings, but our quiz grades were only worth 15% of our total grade. For something that I spent so much
time on, I wish it was more of my grade. I also sometimes felt like the readings were excessively long. On days when I didn't have 2
hours to spend on one book or journal article, I skimmed and wasn't able to fully participate in class discussion.

I LOVED this course and would highly recommend it to everyone regardless of major. I wish I could take this class again and that it
was a required course. Amazing professor and so interesting!

This course was very engaging one of my most engaging classes at UNC. Alanna did a great job facilitating group work and finding
ways to ensure we were engaging with the material that wasn't stressful.

This was a fantastic course and I really enjoyed the material.

I really enjoyed this course and the material was always engaging. I do think that sometimes the amount of reading can be a little bit
excessive. Since we do have reading quizzes for every reading, I often ended up skimming the readings so I could do well on the
quizzes and then was unable to participate fully in class discussions. I would be so much better prepared to participate in class
discussions if the readings were shorter so I was able to read them in full.

This was an excellent course! I have already recommended this to all of my friends. It's not only a MUST for people pursuing a career
in education by for everyone who is interested in being mindful and aware of the inequalities that exist in our education system.

Loved Alanna as an instructor. I really liked her extension policy which was very helpful as a student in 18 credit hours.

Comments on Overall Assessment of This Instructor.

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, College of Arts & Sciences

Spring 2019 SOCI 426-001 - Alanna Gillis - Report Issue Date 2019-05-14 3/7



Comments

Alanna did a great job with this course and I have no doubt that she will be a great professor soon. She shows such enthusiasm for
the subject matter and knows how to connect with all students.

Alanna has been one of my favorite professors at UNC. She truly cares about her students, their success, and the material she is
teaching. Her willingness to work with students individually to help them become better students, not just in her class but as a
whole, gave me confidence in approaching her with questions and concerns when I normally avoid reaching out to my professors. I
am truly thankful for this class and Alanna's support!

I would have liked for the announcements made in class to be posted somewhere afterwards – when they were at the end of class
sometimes I had put my things away already and didn't get a chance to write them down or if someone was to miss a class, they
potentially missed some important announcements.

Alanna has been an amazing professor; she is kind and enthusiastic about what we were learning. She is fair and goes out of her
way to help students who need it.

Alanna is a wonderful professor!!! She values every single one of her students and wants everyone to feel comfortable and
empowered in her classroom. She is always available for outside help and gives in depth feedback on assignments. She is
extremely cognizant of student's lives and is extremely flexible, doing whatever she can to help her students succeed. She is great!

Alanna is a phenomenal teacher. She cares so much about students, and she has created a curriculum that is really engaging and
interesting. She has a very holistic understanding of what students need and she is willing to work with students to help them
succeed. I really enjoyed this class an I could tell Alanna cares a lot about the subject and just teaching general. She is going to be
an amazing professor.

She is nice and amazing!

n/a

Alanna is a wonderful educator, designing her classes using the very sociological approaches to education we discuss in class.
She is always incredibly helpful.

I found Alanna Gillis to be an excellent instructor. I often praised her teaching methods to my friends and how I wished more
instructors viewed students as she did. To professor Gillis, we were people first students second. She understood we had other
class responsibilities as well as jobs. She gave no questions asked extensions but held us accountable to ourselves by setting our
own new deadlines. She even took time during the middle of the semester to remind us we were all bright individuals and our self–
worth wasn't tied to our grades or GPA. Professor Gillis seemed to genuinely care about us.

A wonderful person! she was always super enthusiastic and productive in class.

really positive influence and great professor

Alanna is one of the most understanding, compassionate instructors I have ever had. She truly wants everyone to succeed and will
go out of her way to help. She made an incredibly important topic very interesting! Alanna takes the time to ensure we are growing
and learning as students. Overall, at a school as stressful and overwhelming as UNC, she ensures that we all feel welcomed,
respected, and understood.

Alanna is one of the best instructors I have had at UNC. She was so organized, thoughtful, and enthusiastic about teaching us the
course material and fostering productive discussions around education issues. She was always available to meet one on one. She
always came to class completely prepared, with notes of her own to fill in the gaps of material we did not readily produce ourselves
through discussions.

Alanna cares a lot about her students and wants to make sure that they succeed – and that doesn't mean just giving credit to those
in need, but she really would lend a helping hand to each and every student who needed it. It wasn't a handout, either, her help was
making sure you actually learned and were not penalized if you needed a little extra time to grasp the concepts. Alanna is passionate
about the material (and very intelligent – she knows her stuff, I tell you!) and genuine and kind. She didn't make it 'easy,' but made it
manageable and fun, and I really enjoyed it.

Alanna is a great instructor. She has high expectations but they are clearly communicated and she offers a ton of support to make
sure we are able to meet her expectations. I have never had a grad student that is as understanding and flexible as she is. She
cares about her students and this is evident in the way that she treats us. She also cares deeply about the subject matter, and I can
tell that she puts a lot of time into her lesson planning.

The best instructor I've had at Carolina. Very open to making sure you succeed. Available outside of office hours and very
accommodating if you aren't able to meet during regularly scheduled times.

I have never had an instructor that has been so willing to offer help as well as supportive and understanding of issues that have
arisen for me throughout the semester. Coming to class every day was exciting because Alanna was such a great instructor.

Alanna is a very accessible, and is constantly engaging with students. I communicated with her through email regularly throughout
the semester and she was also helpful. She is easily one of the nicest professors I have and she makes the classroom really
engaging and fun.

She is incredible. She is so enthusiastic about what she is teaching and really cares about her students and their success in her
class. She is very accommodating but also still pushes her students to be their best. I would love to take another class with Alanna.
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Comments

She was very engaged and one of the most reasonable instructors I have ever had. She allowed extensions on assignments for any
reason, no questions asked. This was just one of the ways she supported us a human beings first and students second. She is very
passionate about the material and I really feel like I learned a lot and was challenged throughout the semester.

She's great, so easy to approach and very knowledgeable. She's so understanding too which is hard to find in a professor, she
understands that it's hard to be a student, and there are many outside factors that can get in the way, and she's fine with that, she's
willing to help us so that we can succeed. That's so rare and a breath of fresh air and I appreciated it so much.

She was an excellent teacher and did a great job of facilitating conversation whilst allowing students to come to their own opinions
about the subject matter.

Loved this class!

Comments on: The Instructor Provided Regular Assessment of My Work Throughout the Semester. (Comments)

Comment

- Everything was graded quickly and had GREAT feedback.

- Absolutely. Out of all the classes I've taken at UNC and at my former school, Alanna has provided me with the most feedback
throughout the semester.

- n/a

- She gave great and extensive feedback.

- All assignments were graded in a timely manner which was impressive for such a large class. All feedback also helped me
improve my ability to write and think critically about the subject.

- Alanna provides extensive feedback on all assignment, and includes suggestions for moving forward.

Comments on: The Instructor Held Class Meetings Consistent With the Course Syllabus and the Official Schedule Published For
This Course. (Comments)

Comment

- We did not miss any time. If the instructor was absent, we had productive discussion with a substitute.

- n/a
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How Did the Diversity of Your Classmates Contribute to Your Learning in This Course?

Comments

Hearing multiple perspectives made discussions more engaging and interesting.

I don't like this question. My classmates and their diversity should not be evaluated as part of my learning in this course. This
question systematically expects diverse students to teach and educate "less diverse" students when it is not their job.

We had such different experiences in the education system, and my classmates' experiences helped to bring to light the trends we
were discussing

Hearing the very different backgrounds and experiences of classmates expanded my viewpoint and challenged my thinking.

I think one of the most valuable characteristics of this course was the diversity of the class and the fact that everyone brought different
experiences to the table throughout out discussions. I also think that Alanna did a wonderful job of valuing diversity of opinions and
encouraging students to share their experiences and opinions. The class environment was extremely positive and people were able
to respectfully agree and disagree with one another. I learned an immense amount from this class and I absolutely loved being
exposed to the opinions of my classmates. In many cases, I was encouraged to think about issues in ways that I had never thought
about them before and this was a great learning experience for me!!

It was important because it allowed us to express different viewpoints that we had in education

Different opinions helped class discussions

The diversity of the classroom enhanced all discussions!

This class is focused on the education system and it is interesting to see the different backgrounds of students and how it has
shaped their perspectives.

The diversity in the classroom from my classmates aided in my learning by introducing me to viewpoints I had not seen from before.
Every person in our class had special and unique stories to tell and I felt they all added something to the conversation.

I was able to apply their perspectives to my own and many times their views truly shifted my own

Since we generally worked in groups, diversity was present everyday.

being a sociology class, diversity in students makes the class discussions more enriching. Our class had students of multiple racial
and SES backgrounds which allowed us to compare our lives and personal experiences and further discuss if/how our experiences
compared to what we were currently learning about.

It certainly helped discussions be more inclusive of more perspectives.

This course involved discussions that concerned diversity in a number of ways. Students who came from different SES backgrounds,
racial/ethnic groups, and school districts were all able to speak on their experiences regarding their past educational experiences. I
therefore was able to learn how these diverse factors affect one's experience in the education system.

This course was about education and diversity within education and many of the students in my class came from very different
schooling backgrounds as well as home backgrounds that contributed to their education, so it was very helpful to have those
personal viewpoints from my classmates that helped to bolster the material we were learning about. However, one of the things we
talked about during this class was this very question on course evaluations, and how it puts my classmates from different
backgrounds onto a pedastal where they are forced to be teaching us about the material simply because of their experiences... So I
will say that yes, my classmates did help me with understanding further, but it is very unfortunate that my peers' backgrounds must
be used to further my own personal education.

All students in the class came from different educational backgrounds and we built off of personal experience a lot in the course.

The diversity of my classmates gave valuable insight and new experiences as well as different perspectives than what I had
previously heard/read/seen. It allowed us to look at issues a different way.

It enhanced class discussions and provided perspectives on a subject matter that each person has a different experience with.

It introduced many unique perspectives to the discussions we had in class.

Since it's a sociology of education class, being able to hear about personal experiences with education from diverse perspectives
has really been crucial for my critical understanding of the education system.

I think it really helped hearing different perspectives and reading materials that exposed you to these different perspectives. You only
ever know your own or whats popular, so being exposed to that made think more.

The different perspectives allowed for different experiences and backgrounds to be told in class.

I was able to hear different students viewpoints on public and private education as well as learn how their educational experience
was shaped by their race, gender, SES, geographic location and many other factors.

Brought different perspectives and experiences to discussions
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How Might the Class Climate Be Made More Inclusive of Diverse Students?

Comments

Acknowledge before certain discussions that we are talking about sensitive topics, and don't force students to share or make them
feel pressured to share.

Encouraging more students to share their personal experiences with the class as a whole as it relates to course content would have
been more helpful to my learning. For the most part, I would only hear about the personal experiences of the people in my group and
the same people who volunteered each time, rather than everyone's personal experiences and connections to the course content.

I think this class did a great job!!

I’m not sure because this course did a great job

n/a

I think the professor did a great job of making the classroom inclusive and this was evident in the discussion.

I felt the classroom climate was very inclusive because professor Gillis made sure our discussions were set up so they did not just
zero in on certain individuals and incorporated inclusive language.

the instructor could try and encourage every student to participate in class discussion

Honestly I don't think it needed any adjustments. Everyone had a safe space to discuss their thoughts and ideals.

this class was very diverse racially and by SES, but was majority women––which is likely a reflection of women being more drawn to
social science courses, so maybe attempting to encourage more men to take social science courses.

This is the most inclusive class I've ever experienced

I am a white student, but from my perspective, Alanna did an excellent job with inclusivity. Perhaps other classmates would feel
differently but from my point of view I cannot think of anything in particular.

Alanna's class climate was honestly perfect, I cannot imagine a more inclusive space to be in.

I don't think it could have been any more inclusive.

It already was very inclusive.

It already is. There's a lot of reading material that can be related to different students.

I think the class did a good job of making everyone feel welcome to speak up and voice their perspectives – even if they were not
"mainstream" – without being judged.

Not sure... the class was very inclusive
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Student Evaluation of Teaching, Spring 2019
Instructor Added Questions
Alanna Gillis, SOCI 426-001 SOCI OF EDUC

What would you want to share with a hiring committee about Instructor Gillis's teaching if she were being interviewed for a
faculty position in the future?

Comments

Alanna cares very much about students and the material. She is very open, approachable and understanding and knows how to help
students balance life and class. She is also well versed in the course content.

I would want to share with them that Instructor Gillis is completely capable of being a member of the faculty. Not only are her classes
amazing, I learn a great deal from them, as well. She also takes ample time to ensure that students understand and comprehend
the material, in addition to the fact that she ensures that this information can be used and understood outside of the classroom.

Hire her immediately. She knows what she's talking about, is very engaged with the material and is committed to students learning,
participating and engaging with the material. More professors should follow her teaching style and structure classes in a similar way.
She has always been willing to assist students if they don't understand the material or go out of her way to meet with them if they
can't make office hours. She is a committed and dedicated instructor who wants to see her students succeed.

All students would be lucky to have Alanna as an instructor. She cares immensely about her students and their learning. She goes
above and beyond what is expected of professors. She would be an asset in a faculty position. I have never been in a class where
more people contributed to the daily conversations. She is incredible and designs the classroom space for learning from a diverse
set of perspectives.

She cares about students learning and emphasizes that critical thinking will help us in the future. She challenges her students and
has opened me to different perspectives both inside and outside of the classroom.

Alanna brings an engaging perspective to the classroom environment. This was easily the best class I have this semester. The
workload was manageable, and the class was engaging. The discussion based class style really allowed me to learn more about
my peers, and engage with the material.

After four semesters at UNC, Alanna is hands down the most approachable, helpful, engaging, and clear instructor I have had to
date. She not only supported engaging class discussions, but even met with me many times outside of class to help with a research
grant application that was not related to her class. She has scheduled meetings outside of her scheduled office hours with me
multiple times this semester, and even emails me with opportunities that she knows I might be interested in. Alanna has gone
above and beyond the bar that my previous tenured professors have set at Carolina, and this class has led me to decide on a major
in Sociology.

I would urge her to be hired; she has been one of the best teachers I have had. She cares about students understanding the
material and is kind and fair.

That she was one of the best most influential professors I've had at this school. Understanding of her students as young adults, and
willing to work with you on issues regarding assignments so long as you reached out to her.

Alanna does a great job of balancing student's needs and still conducting a challenging and rigorous course. She clearly puts a lot
of effort into choosing readings and assignments that are engaging for students and providing feedback that puts students on a path
to success. Alanna also has a really deep understanding of education in general, and she uses her skills to create a classroom
environment where students want to participate, and they feel comfortable discussing hard topics like race and inequality. Alanna is
one of the most impressive instructors I have encountered during college, and she can absolutely hold her own in comparison to
tenured faculty.

She's great. Her teaching style is unlike any other that I've been exposed to. It's effective and engaging. Her activities are also so
interesting and enjoyable to participate in, while bringing her points across.

She would be a huge asset to the faculty. She is absolutely incredible at teaching and I can not recommend her enough. She
definitely deserves a faculty position and UNC would be lucky to have her. She is dedicated, enthusiastic about the material,
engaging, and overall amazing. She cares so much about her students and their success and is very accommodating but still
pushes her students to be their best.

Alanna is truly an incredible asset to UNC. She not only makes the material really interesting, but also encourages us to engage with
the material in a way that really pushes us to recognize and appreciate lives that differ from our own. Alanna truly wants everyone to
succeed and leave each class period with a concrete understanding of the material. It is clear that she is passionate about teaching
and creating an atmosphere that is welcoming and accepting to everyone.

Like I said earlier in the survey, she is wonderful!! She values her students and their success more than any professor I have ever
had and she does a great job of creating a comfortable and positive, yet productive environment within her classroom. She wants
students to share their experiences and she recognizes that everyone comes from different backgrounds, but she consistently works
to overcome this to create the most positive and exciting classroom environment. She is always available for outside help and
consistently provides in depth feedback that make transitioning to the next assignment much more simple. She values working in
groups and having students work together and this is another reason the classroom experience was so positive. She is wonderful!!
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Comments

n/a

She should absolutely get the position! I am so confident that Alanna would invest her time, talent and energy so well into a faculty
role. Especially as a sociologist who specializes in issues related to education, she is acutely aware of what students need out of
the education system and her role in that process as an instructor. She is never even slightly unprepared to answer students'
questions, elaborate on a point, etc.

Alanna has been one of my favorite instructors this semester. She has done a great job with the set up of this course, everything from
the daily quizzes to the research paper was highly thought out. She has incorporated student feedback into the course and I believe
that she truly cares about each of her students. I have learned much more in this class than I did in my last sociology class, mainly
because our discussions are very in depth and require true participation from everyone in the class–– something Alanna is great at
facilitating.

She is very enthusiastic and fosters an engaging learning environment.

Alanna was a wonderful professor! She was fair, cared about her students, very knowledgable, and cared that her students learned. I
would definitely take another course with her and think she would make a wonderful faculty member.

She is a great instructor and really does care about students needs. Alanna was very approachable as well which is hard to find in
instructors for me. She was open to listening to every student!

Alana's level of respect for students as human beings first and students second is extremely refreshing and allowed me to feel
heard and engaged with the material. Her activities are especially engaging and more effective than other approaches I've
experienced in other professors' classes.

Professor Gillis' class offered variety of instruction in the best way. The reading always applied to what we do, which I appreciated
because it made me feel like I was never wasting my time with the readings. Coming to class, though, it was always a surprise what
we would do with the content. She used really engaging activities and facilitated meaningful discussions. Every day in the class, I
came away with a deeper understanding of what we read and why it matters.

Students love her style. If you hire Alanna Gillis, you are getting a professor that cares about her students succeeding as much as
she does her research or the material.

She works hard to make her class inclusive in terms of individual differences in learning and beliefs. She has taught me more than i
thought was possible in a semester and taught it in a super fun and interesting way. She always came to class full of light and
enthusiasm. Truly an incredible woman and instructor.

She is an amazing instructor and she has demonstrated enthusiasm for the course material, showed compassion of her students,
and has provided us with many useful key terms and information to engage in mindful conversations about the sociology of
education.

She is one of the most engaged instructors I have had at Carolina. She is very passionate about the course material and
consistently comes up with creative ways to discuss the material. She always encourages us to think critically in her class, we never
passively discuss our readings. She is also probably the most reasonable instructor I have had at Carolina. She treats her students
as human beings first and students second, which I think is really admirable and has made my experience in her class really
worthwhile.

She is able to take broad complex concepts and translate those ideas into a more palatable and easier–to–understand concept.

Hire her! She is by far the best professor I've had at UNC, and she's not even in a faculty position. She cares so much about her
students and the course material, and she doesn't lower her standards whatsoever. Hiring her and adding her to your faculty team
will be a decision you won't regret. She is incredibly hardworking and is a great role model for how engaged and committed
professors should strive to be.

She is extremely considerate and she genuinely want the best for students!

GIVE IT TO HER! As I said in my previous comments, Alanna is amazing. She put a great deal of thought and care into this course,
the assignments were helpful in understanding the material and the in–class activities were both highly interesting and fun. She
cares about all of the students in the class and would work with each of us if we needed any additional help. I know that students at
UNC enjoy having professors that are not only knowledgeable about the material we are learning, but that also care about our
success in the course. She would be great! I'm very grateful to have gotten the opportunity to have a class with her, and I know that
the Carolina community would be benefitted by having her as faculty.

She is very good at tackling the hard topics and being respectful of various levels of knowledge people have regarding these topics.
She made sure that the diverse circumstances people go through that were discussed in class were not overlooked or downplayed.
She also emphasized the importance of us as people first rather than students.

I would want to share about Instructor Gillis's teaching is that she set up the class in a way that she did less teaching more guiding
us to learn the materials. She put us into groups the first week and nearly every week one group "taught" the class while Professor
Gillis joined the students. This made her more approachable and allowed us to feel more connected to her. At least that's how I felt.
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